Parish Directory

Fr Darren A’Court 02393 070921

fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
(Usual day off is Friday)
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Churchward Miss Stella Wansborough 02392 642386
R Mrs Ann ?’Iur?:; e 07716 408239 MARCH 2026 50p

Hon Assistant priest ~ Fr John Strain 07834647744
Organist / Choirmaster Mr Hugh Darnley-Smith 07930925595
Safeguarding Alison Threlkeld 07900082509

Hall Bookings Valerie & Rosemary England 07762524781
email address: v.england-halls@outlook.com

Magazine Treasurer ~ Mr Peter Garner 02392 812448

Services

Sunday Parish Mass 10:00 (church)
Wednesday Mass (said) 10:00 (church)

Online presence http://stjamesmilton.org.uk
https://facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUK
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OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT

Private collector would be
interested in purchasing old valve
radios, amateur radio equipment,

military radios, test equipment,
spares, valves etc.
Contact Richard Bishopp
Tel: 023 9275 5800

‘MILTON REVIEW’
ADVERTISING

Cost:- All for 12 issues
Box 2.5 inches x 1.5 inches: £10.00
Box 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches: £20.00
Quarter Page: £30.00
Half Page: £60.00
Full Page: £120.00

Mob: 07889613183 A e 2aarae "

__—H We are always keen to welcome new
7// members. Our friendly choir rehearses
“mn most Friday evenings from 7:30pm to

: 9:30pm at St James Church Hall. Call
Madge on 02392 385272 to find out more!

GLEE CHOIR

Website http://mgchoir.org/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir

Brighter Homes Decor
Brighten up your home

PAINTING & DECORATING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

NO JOB TOO SMALL
HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
CLEAN, RESPECTFUL & RELIABLE

COMPETITIVE RATES
DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone: 023 9237 6656
Mobile: 07742255337

FULLY INSURED

Book Now
EFEE
07400354399 b
02380173847 [=]

TRANSFERS LTD info@axitransfersitd.co.uk

“““““““““““““““““ https://www.axltransfersltd.co.uk/ @ SCAN ME

€ Airport Shuttle e Local Jobs

-

M. Cruise Port Transfers  d Events

We cover a 20 mile pick up radius and offer return services to all UK airports
We accent navment using all maior credit & debit cards Visa & @

Mr. News. .. The sign of service at your local
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT

J. G. RILEY

(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL)
NEWSAGENT - CONFECTIONERY - TOBACCO

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST

90 LOCKSWAY ROAD Tel: (023) 9273 1574
Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents

BRANSBURY PARK

BUTCHERS
141 Telephone
Eastney (023)
Road 92734328

M A ELLIS Painter and Decorator

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Internal and external work

Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience

FREE ESTIMATES Fully insured.

Established since 1992
TEL 023 9271 2676 Mobile 07748 526551
E Mail mellispainter@outlook.com




P|R| MOTORS

Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate
Milton, Portsmouth

Telephone: 023 9286 1455
MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING
ALL REPAIRS

WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS
MOT’s ARRANGED

Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY

== E
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Angus Tre Services

Tree pruning LANTRA approved
Tree reductions Fully insured
Tree felling Free estimates
TPO & conservation area work All areas covered
Hedge cutting Eco friendly equipment
Stump grinding Waste disposal
Land clearing Friendly, efficient service

07775 764669 bob@angustreeservices.co.uk

For all your arboricultural needs Call Bob for your free quotation

Dear Friends

How the weeks have flown by and here we are in Lent! In previous years |
have written about some of the changes that Lent brings to our church,
including a pause in baptism services and the offering of a Lent study group.
Last year’s Lent group was focused on stewardship, the idea of giving to
God through and for the Church in terms of our time and gifts, and
financially.

This year we are doing something a little different, albeit on a similar theme.
Members of St James are being invited to respond to three ‘calls to action’.
The first concerns our regular financial giving. As is the case in so many
areas of life, this hasn’t managed to keep pace with the costs of running the
church, costs which have to be met by the church community itself. Costs
usually go up rather than down, so it is a constant challenge for us all,
despite the ongoing generosity of so many, for which we give grateful
thanks. During Lent, members of the church community (yes, including the
Vicar!) are being asked to prayerfully and deliberately review their regular
giving so that we can get closer to meeting our costs. The hope is that a
review will lead to an increase in regular financial giving, or the start of giving
regularly if this isn’t already the case, but where this is not possible, a
commitment to a future review when circumstances allow.

The second invitation is for members of St James to sign up to volunteer
their time and gifts in support of the work of our social and fundraising
committee. As you will have seen online, in the Milton Review, and on the
various posters around the area, the committee have been busy organising a
variety of events of different kinds to support the life of the parish, to reach
out to the wider community, and to raise funds for the church and, in
particular, for the repairs needed to the roofs and fabric of our church and
halls building. All of this requires a tremendous amount of planning and hard
work and more volunteers to help in all sorts of ways are always needed.
The aim is to encourage as many as people as possible to be involved in our
fundraising activities in whatever way they can.

Finally, everyone is being asked to publicise the Roof Rescue project by
distributing and displaying our new yellow posters as widely as possible. |
hope you will have already heard of the scale of the project ahead of us. We
need to raise a total of £2 million to complete the necessary works, with no
financial support from the national church or the diocese. St James Church



has managed to raise £500,000 and we are applying for various grants, but
even if we secure these, we will need the financial support of the wider
community to enable us to safeguard the building, both the church and the
halls used by community groups, for the future. On the poster is a QR code
enabling donations to be made by anyone who would like to help. Please do.

During Lent, Christians are called to self-examination and spiritual discipline.
This year here at St James we are being asked to undertake these things
with a particular focus on the financial challenges before us. Whether or not
you are directly involved with St James, we would love to have your support
in any of the ways | have described. Whether you do this during these
weeks of Lent or sometime thereafter, your help will be greatly appreciated,
as is the generosity and faithful service of our church members.

With every blessing

Fr Darren

ROOF PROJECT

ST JAMES’ CHURCH MiLTo,,

https://facebook.com/stjamesMiltonUK
www.stjamesmilton.org.uk

TUESDAY 17™ MARCH 2026
FROM 2.00 - 4.00 PM
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ESTATE * AGENTS

LAWSON
ROSE

Are you considering a move?

Why not get in contact with your local Estate
Agent, Lawson Rose.

Property specialists Chris and Liam will be delighted to
hear from you. For a Free, no obligations valuation of
your home, give the team a call - 02392 367779

contactus(@lawsonrose.com - www.lawsonrose.com
131Winter Road, Southsea, P04 8DS

armrells

The Funeral Directors
Lirited

Personal Service
Private Chapels
Woodland Burials
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Repatriation
Horse Drawn Carriage
Memorials
24 Hour Personal Service
Home Visits
‘LAWNSWOOD’ 245 Fratton Road

Portsmouth 023 9282 4831
380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000




Cognitive
ILaw

Your Local Later Life
Specialist

Powiers of ATTormcy
> Jenny Walker
wills Later Life Solicitor
Cesurt el Protaction Deputyships Call for a Triendly, InToremel chal

DX3R2 1 001E
Issuss arcund capacitcy ey svnlkearidesmgnitivelnw. eo.uk

Cara adwice
Pralaats
FManagaement of financial atfairs

Woalth planning and protoction

Inharitancs tax planning

Businoss owiners planmning

THINKING OF MOVING?

Please call fora FREE wvaluation

s chinneck

Your local Estate Agent
Bridge House
Milton Road
Portsmouth
02392 826 731
www.chinneckshaw.co.uk

BEETLE DRIVE

Raising the 2 million pounds for the new church roof can be fun! On the
24th January approximately forty of us got together for a sausage & mash,
apple crumble and Beetle Drive. It was a great evening that raised £454. The
food was superb and the cooks, organisers and helpers in any way should
feel proud that so many enjoyed the evening. For some it was a new
experience learning how to play the game, sounds of ‘ | need a six or | need
3 legs’, could be heard amongst the laughter. There was also a raffle, some
of us were lucky to win a prize!

We still have a long way to go to get to the 2 million target. Keep your eyes
open for any fund raising events and come and join us. You will be
guaranteed an evening of fun and fellowship.

Fay and Malcolm Smith

SWAN LAKE BALLET
“If music be the food of love- play on! Jean and | did not actually pirouette
our way home from the ballet but we did a bit of hopping. It was so lovely
to be carried away with the wonderful music, what an orchestra! The
dancing left us speechless which is not us!

Thank you Bridget for arranging such an enjoyable experience for us all, and
for our goodie bags!

Long may the St James Theatre club continue”. Anne

SUNDAYS
15 March Mothering Sunday; 22 March Passion Sunday
Stations of the Cross at 6pm

HOLY WEEK
29 March - Palm Sunday - Liturgy of Palms, Procession to Church and Mass
of the Passion at|0am
2 Apri Maundy Thursday - Mass of the last supper 7pm
3 April - Good Friday - The Liturgy of Good Friday 2pm
4 April - Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 7pm
5 - April Easter Day - Parish Mass with Blessing of Easter Garden |10am
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SWIFT BOXES

If you've ever looked up on a warm evening and seen a group of swifts
racing overhead, you’ll know how special they are. They’re only with us for
a few short weeks each year, yet their arrival
feels like the start of summer itself.

But swift numbers have fallen sharply across
the UK, largely because the tiny gaps they once
used in older roofs and eaves have disappeared
as houses are modernised. Without
somewhere to nest, they simply can’t raise
their young.

A Simple Way You Can Make a Difference

Installing a swift nest box on your home is one of the easiest and most
effective ways to help. A box placed high under the eaves gives these
remarkable birds exactly what they need. They don’t perch, they don’t make
a mess, and they spend almost all their time in the air. You may barely
notice them—until you hear that joyful summer “scream” overhead.

Local Support, Local Impact

Working with Hampshire Swifts, the Milton Forum is helping residents get
boxes fitted quickly and affordably. Single and double boxes are available,
and custom options can be made for tricky rooflines. Even one box can give
a pair of swifts a home for years to come.

Let’s Bring the Sky Back to Life

Imagine more swifts circling above our parish each summer—because of
small, hopeful actions taken by neighbours like you.

If you'd like to take part or find out more, visit the Milton Forum website
(miltonforum.org.uk), a box can be supplied and installed for just £50. It only
takes a moment, but it could help secure the future of one of our most
extraordinary birds.

Let’s make our rooftops part of the solution - it is not just the
church that needs a new roof!

Martin Silman Chair oflfor Milton Neighbourhood Forum

» JOE TALLACK
/

ALL ROUND HANDYMAN

No job too small.
Get in contact for your FREE quote.

Portsmouth and surrounding areas.

07710164344
o joe.tallack@gmail.com

JOE TALLACK

Afternoon tea, anyone?

Do you take afternoon tea? Ever wondered where it started? The custom
seems to date back to the mid-19" century, and the seventh Duchess of
Bedford, Anna Russell. The Duchess got hungry at about 4pm each day,
calling it “that sinking feeling”. As it was still four hours until dinner (at
8pm), she began to have sandwiches or a small cake with some tea. Her
friends thought this was marvellous, and the idea spread quickly through

(hungry) upper class circles.

Soon, it seems, everyone in England was looking forward to Afternoon
Tea, and a great British tradition was born. Though, during the last
century, the sandwiches and cake gave way to biscuits, still we reached for
the teapot each afternoon. Not so much anymore, it seems. In the last
five years, sales of tea and biscuits have dropped. Perhaps we are drinking
coffee? The research was done by retail analysts Mintel.




The Bible has many stories of
mothers who had great faith
in God. With their love, care,
encouragement and prayers
their children grew up to
be great people of God.

1
Who saved her baby by putting himina
basket in the river? 2
Exodus 2:1-3
and 6:20 3
4
5
Who was
90 years
old when =
she had her
son Isaac?
Genesis 17:19 Whose prayers
fora child
were answered
by God?
Across {% Down 1Samuel 1:20
3. Obed’s mother 1. Boaz's mother
Matthew 1:5 Matthew 1:5 5 Who had two
4. John's mother 2. Solomon’s mother sons called
Luke 1:57-60 1Kings 1:11 CaGin an_d :\?E}l?
7. Reuben’s mother 4. Timothy’s mother e
Genesis 29:32 2 Timothy 1.5
8. Joseph’s mother 5. Ishmael’s mother
Genesis 30:22-24 Genesis 16:15
9. Jesus’ mother 6.Jacob and Esau’s mother
Acts 1:14 Genesis 25:21-26

Answer the questions then put them into the crossword

Mar26 © deborah noble  parishpump.co.uk

Sermon slot on Safeguarding. November 16th 2025 by Allison Threlkeld

Hello everyone; | feel very privileged to be standing here and a bit nervous too! For
those of you who do not know me, my name is Alison Threlkeld. | have been your
Parish Safeguarding Officer for about a year now. Why me?? Well Father Darren
approached me at coffee and asked and | said yes without thinking to much about the
workload. However my background, as a qualified Social Worker, my career, supporting
homeless families in the city, have both involved promoting the health and welfare of
others and the prevention of abuse and neglect.

| have been asked to talk about the need for safeguarding in our church. This is not an
easy, lighthearted topic to talk about, it's not really possible to weave in amusing
moments but the aim is to keep everyone including me and you and those you care
about safe. Safeguarding sounds like a sort of modern, recent idea. We read about it in
the newspapers; we hear and see stories relating to it on the television.

Sadly, what makes the news is when safeguarding fails in an institution, a hospital, a
school or sadly a church. This is a pity as there are far more examples of good, caring
safeguarding that we never hear about and yet it is in these safe places that everyone
knows that they belong, are cared about and have someone to talk to if they are
worried or concerned. That is what we want to achieve here both for those who
commit their time and energy to helping others and for those who benefit.

Safeguarding or safe keeping is, in fact an ancient idea and certainly one rooted in both
the Old and New Testaments. This week the World has been using the term
safeguarding in relation to our beautiful planet Earth — Today, here, | want to focus on
what we can do to protect vulnerable people. We know that Jesus cares for all,
particularly those in society who are seen as the least, the last or the lost. We see him
working throughout his ministry to help those who are vulnerable. So safeguarding is
not a modern, tick box rather irritating notion, but a necessity; ...particularly so within
a church community. A community driven by love; love for God, for our saviour Jesus
Christ and for our neighbours. A community which by its very nature welcomes all.

It is this fact, that our doors are open to all that makes it even more necessary to keep
safeguarding uppermost in our parish ministry and worship. It may not be mentioned by
name in the gospels, but Jesus shows us many examples of noticing and responding to
those who need our help and care. Our safeguarding policy is that approved by the
Church of England House of Bishops, called “Promoting a Safer Church”; we are
required to follow it.... That’s why we have a Safeguarding Officer!!

So, how can we promote safeguarding here? We make it clear to everyone who comes
into our churches or who engages with our online presence that we follow the policy.
We have posters in every church with contact details of people who can help. We
require training for all who are in any sort of leadership position in our church...Clergy,
those on the PCC, those who interact with children in play groups, those involved with
Shell Club, Little Shells, with choir, with serving. These are privileged positions and so




the volunteers are all offered training and some must complete it in order to undertake
the role. This training helps us to understand what can go wrong, what types of abuse
or neglect can occur, how to help those who have suffered and what to do if you are
concerned that abuse or neglect may be occurring. — The type of problem one may
encounter has changed over the years and that is why, even if you have been a regular
church attender or helper for years, it helps to do the training. For example: online
interactions of several types have grown enabling abuse to occur where it could not
before.

We have all read about elderly people being caught up in financial scams by
unscrupulous people. There have even been cases in our wider Church world where
church leaders have not kept their church members safe (quite the reverse) and have
committed serious crimes against them. So, we need to recognise when things don’t
look or sound quite right. If this had happened in these parishes maybe the outcomes
would have been different. So the idea that things can go so wrong sounds incredible,
impossible perhaps, and absolutely impossible that it could happen here; but we
shouldn’t be over confident in ourselves.

Psalm 62, cautions against putting all our trust in solely in people, whoever they may be,
because as the psalmist says, you’re putting your hope in the equivalent of thin air! But it
is also a Psalm expressing the utmost confidence in God...we need to trust Him and see
Him as our Rock and our salvation. It is this trust that Jesus embodies as he spreads the
good news of the coming Kingdom of God; it is his divine presence that leads the
disciples to abandon their jobs and devote themselves to following Him and helping to
bring that Kingdom about. He will teach them as they travel together about protecting
the vulnerable and little children and in Matthew Chapter 18, he will caution them in no
uncertain terms against causing them any harm.

It is working towards this Kingdom — Jesus Centred, Kingdom Seeking that we are about
here in St James and the Portsmouth Diocese. We want to make the path as smooth as
possible so that everyone knows what to look out for when things do go wrong and, if
seen or suspected to have a path to follow and to have someone to ask for advice or
help. This, of course includes those who think they need help, guidance or
rehabilitation. We can only try to do our best and as imperfect human beings; it helps
both to pray and to have a set of clear signposts to follow. Having a greater understand-
ing also keeps us safe. We learn not to do things that could be misinterpreted.

We encourage anyone who thinks they would benefit to undertake the basic and
foundation safeguarding training. You do not need to see yourself as a leader to do the
courses. Any member of the congregation may sign up. They are now done online
through the Church of England website and are free but if anyone would find working
online a problem, | am happy to help people or support attending the training in person.
I will be around after the service to answer any questions you may have or indeed to
listen if you have found what | have been talking about upsetting or difficult or would
like to know more. However | hope you have found this introduction to safe guarding
here at St James reassuring — that is certainly what is intended. Thank you for listening.

High Days and Holy Days

Sundays of the Month

[** March 2" Sunday of Lent

8" March 3" Sunday of Lent

I5" March 4™ Sunday of Lent — Mothering Sunday
22" March 5" Sunday of Lent — Passiontide begins
29" March  Palm Sunday

5% April Easter

High Days & Holy Days for March

On St David’s Day, why the leeks?

I

2 Chad

3 Full moon and total lunar eclipse

4 Casimir

5 Eusebius

7 Perpetua and Felicitas

8 Woodbine Willie

8 Felix of Burgundy — and Dunwich

9 Savio

15 Mothering Sunday — the story behind it
I5 What people say about mothers

I5 The Daughters of Mothers

I5 Mothers and children

|17 St Patrick’s Day

19 St Joseph of Nazareth

20 Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne

21 Thomas Cranmer

24 Catherine of Sweden

24 Oscar Romero

25 THE ANNUNCIATION

26 Harriet Monsell 1110 coresin 8
27 Rupert =y roros W
29 PALM SUNDAY

30 John Climacus

31 John Donne

15.




25th March: Lady Day or The Annunciation

This beautiful event (Luke 1:26-38) took place in Nazareth, when Mary is
already betrothed to Joseph. The Archangel Gabriel comes to Mary, greets
her as highly favoured, tells her not to be afraid, that she will bear a son
Jesus, and that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is already pregnant (with John

the Baptist).

The church calendar is never quite as neat as some would like it. To
celebrate the Annunciation on 25" March does indeed place the conception
of Jesus exactly nine months from His birth on 25" December, but the
latter part of March almost inevitably falls during Lent. But the birth and
death of Jesus are intrinsically linked — He was born to die, and thus fulfil

God’s purposes.

The Annunciation is a significant date in the Christian calendar — it is one of
the most frequent depicted in Christian art. Gabriel’s gracious strength and
Mary’s humble dignity have inspired many artists. Certainly, Mary’s
response to the angel has for centuries been an example of good faith in
practice — humility, enquiry of God, and trusting acceptance in His will for

her life.

From the Registers

We led funerals for those who now rest with God:

Daniel Male, Roger Vere and John Fry

We welcomed into the Church at Confirmation:

Rosie, Olawale, Kathy and Kaitlyn

Result of Draw number 639
Drawn on the 22nd January 2026 after 10.00 am Mass

[**  £15 27 Mrs P Tallent ’]

2™ £ 3 Mrs S Pearce - JU
3¢ £9 172 Mrs B Potter G )
4 £7 6 Mr ] Harvey »

29th March - Palm Sunday, Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how
Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover
was due to be held. He was the Messiah come to His own people in their
capital city, and yet He came in humility, riding on a young donkey, not in

triumph, riding on a war-horse.

Y VR . , As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a
\%@@V@@@%@g rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds into His

' ' path. They knew His reputation as a healer, and
welcomed Him. But sadly, the welcome was short-lived and shallow, for
Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to death. On this day
churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in

memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.

IS EVERYBODY LISTENING

With such an interesting situation what would happen next, would the intercessor
continue with the prayers or would something else take place. By now the Bishop
was no longer kneeling but was standing at the front of the church looking out at
the congregation waiting for the next unusual action in the service. This soon took
place when a loud voice was heard “l am on speaker can you hear mel...no reply.
How are you? Again no reply.” Who was calling? If they couldn't hear certainly the
whole of the congregation could, as their ears pricked up to hear what would be
said next. The voice continued? “l am in church at the moment and we are having a
special service, the Bishop is here and has just preached a sermon which was very
interesting on The Trinity. | don’t think anyone in the congregation understood it,
but | am sure you would have found it make sense and logical even if the Bishop
didn't know what he was talking about. | had better stop talking as the service has

taken a new dimension and we need to resume it”

...to be continued Peter Garner

14.

LADIES GUILD

Ladies Guild on Tuesday 3" March will be a cup of something, cake and a natter.




Mothering Sunday

Mothering Sunday — the fourth Sunday of Lent- offers families an opportunity to
honour the women who have nurtured them. Lots of different streams and
traditions have come together to make today’s Mothering Sunday the special day

that it is.

In the Middle Ages it was an occasion for everyone to visit their ‘mother’ church —
the place where they had been baptised. Later, an opportunity for those who
worked away from home to visit their mothers became added to the mix of

reasons to make it a special day.

Today we honour all women who have in one way or another been special to us,
and in church this is usually signalled by small bunches of flowers for every woman

present.

Treating mums and grans to Sunday lunch, chocolates and flowers is also part of the
present mix. And will there be a simnel cake to be seen — a tradition from ages past
— with its rich layers of marzipan, and eleven balls of marzipan on top, reminders of

the |1 disciples who remained faithful to Jesus?

Not everyone has enjoyed a wonderful or enduring relationship with their mum, so
lest we get carried away on a wave of love and sentimentality, there is usually space
in the Mothering Sunday church service to reflect on and pray for those whose

relationships with their mother were not all they might have been.

Also, there are the families blighted by the lack of, or death of a child; families
remembering a mum who died tragically young; women who never had a child but
would have dearly loved the opportunity; all these and more are a recognition of

the imperfections of human love, human life.

These imperfections can be brought in prayer to the God who mothers us. In the
Old Testament, Isaiah speaks of God comforting His people like a mother hen. In
the New Testament, both Matthew and Luke bear witness to Jesus expressing His
desire to gather His people as a mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings.

Yes, God has strong maternal qualities which He invites us to discover and enjoy!

Have you discovered the mothering, nurturing, maternal qualities which God offers
to all people! It’s lovelier than flowers, more long-lasting than simnel cake, better

than a visit from family, and it’s free to everyone who wants it — it could be yours!

By the Revd Roy Shaw, a retired but active priest in the diocese of York

Smiles Lines

8.

How God works

A grandmother was taking her young grandson for
a walk in the park. The daffodils were in bloom,
and it was a beautiful Spring day. Wanting to
encourage her grandson’s spiritual understanding
of the world, she said: “Doesn’t it look like an
artist painted this scenery? Did you know God did
all this?”

Her grandson replied: “Oh yes, and God did it left
-handed, t0o.” In astonishment, the grandmother
asked what he meant. “Well, He must have done,”
said her grandson, “because we learned at church
last week that Jesus sits on God’s right hand.”

sk

Ask children about angels — and this is what you
get!

Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up
to heaven. The main subject is where you went
wrong before you got dead. — Daniel, age 9

When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath
and counts to ten. And when he lets out his breath
again, somewhere there’s a tornado. — Reagan, age
10

Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If
you lose a tooth, an angel comes in through your
window and leaves money under your pillow.
Then when it gets cold, angels go south for the
winter. — Sara, age 6

Angels live in cloud houses made by God and His
Son, who’s a very good carpenter. — Jared, age 8

All angels are girls because they gotta wear
dresses and boys didn’t go for it. — Antonio, age 9

Mrs Stebbings always did the flowers in
the South Window, as Mrs Todger soon learned

L
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My sermon today comes from
Apps Chapter 1 beginning at verse 2...



From The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

Clearly, the sight of your vicar running out of the room
halfway through your last church council meeting, saying he
should have stayed as a traffic warden, where he was universally liked, has unnerved
you. It would have unnerved me too, since a universally popular traffic warden is an
exceptional creature.

But perhaps it is necessary to give you some advice for the day when you do have to
chair your first church council meeting.

1. Consider every agenda issue carefully beforehand and decide what you would
like to do. Then, at the meeting, consult widely, listen to every opinion, weigh
all the arguments, and then do precisely what you had decided before the
meeting ever took place.

2. Never, ever, let council members discuss hymns, which avoids getting blood on
the carpets.

3. Arrange the seating in rows, all facing the front, so that everyone must respond
directly to you. The last thing you want is for council members to be able to
discuss matters freely with one another.

4. Start smoking a pipe. At those times when you are faced with an issue when you
really are unsure of how to respond, taking out your pipe, dismantling it,
searching for a pipe cleaner, squinting down the stem to see if it is clean,
mopping out the goo in the bowl, searching for your tobacco pouch, filling the
pipe, tamping it down, asking if you can borrow matches and attempting to light
it several times over, will give you more than sufficient time to formulate a
reply. Once you have perfected the routine, the silence will have been so
protracted, that most of the committee will have long forgotten what the
question was anyway.

5. If someone is talking too long, consult your diary, noisily and obsessively, about
next month’s appointments, or write a note to a committee member who is at the
back of the room and get it passed to him. The speaker should soon get the
message.

These are the simpler techniques of committee management. The advanced
procedures must wait until you are strong enough to bear them.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

WEEKLY DIARY OF EVENTS IN ST. JAMES’ CHURCH HALLS

Day Time Activity
Monday 6.30 - 9.30pm Scouts
Tuesday 10.00 - 12.15pm Seven Stars Tai Chi
4.30 -5.30pm Rainbows
Ist 2.00 - 4.00pm Ladies Guild
3rd 2.00 - 4.00pm Craft Club
6.00 - 7.30pm Brownies
7.00 - 10.00pm Victory Model Railway Club
Wednesday 10.30 - 2.30pm Highbury
5.30 - 7.45pm AG Martial Arts
6.45 - 8.15pm Yoga with Erika Nagy
Thursday 10.00 - [2noon Jiggy Wrigglers
3.00 - 7.00pm Slimming World
5.15 - 6.45pm Yoga with Erica Nagy
7.30 - 8.30pm Yoga with Maz
Friday 10.00 - 11.00am Seven Stars Tai Chi
7.00 - 9.30pm Milton Glee Choir
7.30 - 9.00pm B Fit with Billie (Ad hoc)
Saturday 7.00 - 11.30am Slimming World
945 - I1.15am Yoga with Erika Nagy

If you require a Booking at any other time, please contact our Hall Letting Secretary
Valerie England. Tel. No. 07762 524781.

Deadline for next edition : 8th March contributes to Ruth Baber
Email: sjmiltonreview@gmail.com




SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2026

March 2026

Tuesday 3 Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 7*" Quiz evening 7pm

Sunday |5" Mothering Sunday

Tuesday 17" Craft Club celebrating

St Patricks Day with Welsh Cakes 2 - 4pm

C

April 2026

Tuesday 7" Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Saturday | 1™ Table Top Sale |0am - 12noon
Saturday 18™ April, 2026 Organ Recital - Chris
Milburn.

Tuesday 21** Craft Club 2pm - 4pm

Saturday 25" Afternoon Tea with Tango 3pm
in aid of the Roof Rescue Fund

May 2026

Saturday 2" Cheese and Wine evening 7pm
Tuesday 5" Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 19" Craft Club 2pm - 4pm

June 2026

Tuesday 2™ Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 6 Summer Fete 10.30am - 1.00pm

(please note change of date)
Tuesday 16" Craft Club 2pm - 4pm

July 2026
Tuesday 7™ Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm

Saturday 18" Quiz Evening 7pm
Tuesday 21** Craft Club 2pm - 4pm

Sunday 26™ St James Day with Bar-B-Que

August 2026

Tuesday 4" Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 18" Craft Club 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 29" Bingo Evening 7.00pm

September 2026
Tuesday |1*Ladies Guild

Saturday 12% Table Top Sale
Tuesday 15" Craft Club

October 2026

Tuesday 6™ Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 20" Craft Club 2pm - 4pm

Craft €Club

P
S

November 2026

Tuesday 3™ Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 17" Craft Club 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 21*° Christmas Bazaar 10.30am - Ipm

December 2026

Tuesday |** Ladies Guild 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 5% Table Top Sale 10am - 12.00noon
Tuesday 15® Craft Club 2pm - 4pm




