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They brought gifts 

 

Brighter Homes Decor 
           Brighten up your home   

 

 PAINTING  &  DECORATING 
       INTERIOR  &  EXTERIOR 
                                

          NO JOB TOO SMALL 
                          HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
                           CLEAN, RESPECTFUL & RELIABLE 
                                

             COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

                DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

                FREE ESTIMATES 
             Telephone: 023 9237 6656  

           Mobile: 07742255337 
          

             FULLY INSURED 
 

BRANSBURY  PARK  
BUTCHERS 

 
 
                                                                      
 

 

141 
 Eastney 

Road 

Telephone  
(023)  

92734328                                                                       

OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT 
 

Private collector would be  
interested in purchasing old valve 
radios, amateur radio equipment, 
military radios, test equipment, 

spares, valves etc. 
Contact Richard Bishopp  

Tel: 023 9275 5800 
Mob: 07889613183 

‘MILTON REVIEW’ 
ADVERTISING 

 

Cost:- All for 12 issues 
Box 2.5 inches x 1.5 inches: £10.00 
Box 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches: £20.00 

Quarter Page: £30.00 
Half Page: £60.00 
Full Page: £120.00 

Advertising Manager: vacant  
Tel: 02392 732786 
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Parish Directory 
 

Vicar   Vacant: please contact Fr Hugo   
    

Assistant Curate  Fr Hugo Deadman  02392 651456 

   102B Copnor Road PO3 5AL 

   father.hugo@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Hon Assistant Priest Fr Paul Ginever   02392 174692 

   Fr John Strain 

 
Choir Church  Mr Alastair Ross   07889 299078 

Lay Pioneer Minister choirchurch@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Reader   Ms Marilyn Palmer  02392 294244 
 

Churchwarden  Miss Stella Wansborough  02392 642386 

Churchwarden  Mr Mark Pearce   02392 426992 
 

Organist & Choirmaster Hugh Darnley-Smith  07930 925595 

   hughdarnleysmith@gmail.com  

 

Hall bookings  Valerie and Rosemary England 07762 524781 

   v.england-halls@outlook.com 

   
Magazine Treasurer Mr Peter Garner   02392 812448  

Services 

 
 Sunday  Mass 8am   (in church) 

   Mass  10am   (in church and on line) 

   Compline 8pm (streamed on Facebook) 
 

 Tuesday Mass Noon (in church) 
 

 Wednesday  Mass 10am  (in church) 
   Compline 8pm (streamed on Facebook) 
 

We also say prayer each morning and evening in church at 9am and 5.30, Monday 

to Thursday and Saturday mornings.  You’d be very welcome to join us.  

 

If you’d like to ask about Baptisms (Christening), Banns and Weddings please 

contact Father Hugo or come to church between 10 and 11am on Saturdays.  
 

Please visit our Website www.stjamesmilton.org.uk or our Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUk   
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How’s 2022 going?   

 

It’s still pretty chilly and gloomy out there, although I see that it hasn’t 

stopped our very own Catriona having a dip in the sea off Eastney.  But the 

Covid restrictions are gradually lifting, which is a sign of real hope.  And 2022 

has also already given me and many at St James a really bright moment of 

shining light when Barry Glover, who is slightly older than most baptisees at 

St James, was baptized during our 10am Mass on 23rd January.  There’s a 

picture of Barry elsewhere in the magazine. 

 

It was a really moving occasion and it was lovely to share it with him and his 

family.  It was also a huge privilege to help him take this step in his journey of 

faith.  It was certainly a different experience to baptizing a baby, not least 

because we agreed that it wouldn’t be wise for me to try to hold him over 

the font.   

 

We’re all on a journey, through life with God and to God.  Sometimes our 

journey takes a wrong turning.  Sometimes we know we are doing the right 

thing.  Sometimes stuff only makes sense when we look back at it.  

 

That’s also true of us as a church family as a whole.  St James has got its 

thinking cap on as consider who we are, what we’re up to and where we 

might want to go, and the sort of person we might want as vicar to help us 

do so.  This is, above all, rooted in God’s mission.  It’s not something we 

lead.  We work out how he wants us to take part in it and then get stuck in.   

 

The same is true of our individual journeys through life.  This too involves us 

trying to discern what God wants of us, and also making public commitments 

of faith and trust.  We make such a commitment every time we take 

communion.  But we do it too when we are baptized and confirmed. We 

speak a lot about our church as a family.  These are ways in which God’s 

family welcomes you in response to your commitment.  And, as Barry shows, 

you can take another step along the road at any time of your life.  

 

I wonder where and how God is calling you?  I wonder too whether you 

might be called to make a public commitment, perhaps by being baptized of 

confirmed.  If you’d like to explore this more, whether you are 7 or 73, I’d 

love to have a chat.        Fr Hugo 
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Choir Notes  

 

I’ve been very struck by the kind 

compliments about the choir I’ve re-

ceived since Christmas. I’ve also been 

struck by how dedicated the choir 

have been, turning up on these dark 

cold Thursday evenings full of enthusi-

asm. Some even come by taxi. We’re 

building on the pattern we started to 

prepare for the Christmas music by 

studying anthems, which we hope en-

hance your worship. Lent and Pas-

siontide provide opportunities for 

creative music planning. 

 

As we move towards the time of year when there are gaps between the 

feasts and we use the Ordinary Time booklets, there is an opportunity to 

vary the Mass settings. I’m planning to re-introduce the setting by Dom 

Gregory Murray from February 6th and use it as the main setting until East-

er when we’ll revert to David Thorne.    Hugh Darnley-Smith 

 

The Cenacle Prayer Group Continues  

 

Starting on Tuesday 1st February, and continuing on 

first and third Tuesdays of each month, Fr John will 

convene the Cenacle Prayer Group at 1045 in the 

Good Shepherd Chapel. We might sometimes meet 

somewhere else if the Church is too busy or too 

cold !  Fr John is very grateful to Marilyn Palmer who 

has been supporting him in leading this group and will 

continue to advise him.  

 

Our meetings will provide time for a chat and introductions and to share 

what might be in our hearts and minds for prayer. We will also spend some 

time in silent prayer, anchored in simple short sentences from scripture 

with brief and prayerful meditative thoughts by Fr John. At our meeting at 

1045 on 1st  February we will ponder the “I am…..” sayings from John’s 

gospel: “I am the bread of life….”. I am the resurrection and the life….” “I 

am the way, the truth and the life…”. We’ll then celebrate mass at 12 noon 

afterwards.       Fr John  
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 Meet the 5th Portsmouth! 

Hi.  My name is Guy.  I’m a 

volunteer with the Scouts in 

Portsmouth. I want you to pause 

for a moment.  

When you read ‘Scouts’, what 

came to mind?  What images pop 

up as representative of Scouts? 

I’d like to bet at least one of them 

was either:  Bob-a-Job;  Cubs in 

shorts;  camping;  or, knots and fire 

lighting. Am I right? 

Actually, that wouldn’t be 

uncommon.  Historically Scouting 

WAS boys in short and caps, 

wearing long socks with little green garters, running from door to door 

asking “Bob-a-job”?  It is a version of Scouting that is embedded in our 

cultural memory.  But, it’s a stereotype.  And, like all stereotypes it has little 

to do with the reality of 21st Century Scouting and our vision to prepare 

more young people with skills for life, supported by amazing leaders 

delivering an inspiring programme. 

Bob-a-job is long gone.  Shorts haven’t been part of Scout uniform since the 

1960’s and Cubs stopped requiring them in the late 1980’s. Girls have been 

able to be Scouts since 1991 and children aged 4 to 6 have been welcomed 

since 2021.  A lot that you’d recognise as ‘traditional scouting’ yet remains - 

all be it modernised and adapted to the interests, expectations and needs of 

young people today.iIn 2022 Scouts is… 

Engaging young people age 4 through 25 years old  

Providing activities to over 500,000 young people every week 

Very popular - more than 60,000 young people waiting to join (nationally) 

Run locally, entirely by volunteers 

Open to all 
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Portsmouth is no exception.  Across the city there are 17 Groups with over 

1300 members.  Portsmouth is also one of the first places in the UK to 

launch the new provision for 4 to 6 year olds - Squirrels. 

 

We are hugely proud that 5th Portsmouth Scout Group, based at St.James’ 

Church & Halls is at the heart of Scouting in the area.  Since 1969 “the 5th” 

has been bringing children of all ages together.  Today we have over 100 

youth members and around 30 adult volunteers and a very long waiting list!  

Our leaders work hard to listen to our young people and ensure the pro-

gramme we offer is what THEY want.  This meant that throughout Lock-

down we ran weekly online meetings - with everything from science experi-

ments to active challenges being run safely from home.  As restrictions 

eased, in just the first term of the school year since September ’21 our mem-

bers have had a trip to the Pantomime, been away for an activity weekend, 

visited The Museum of the Moon at Chichester, had a visit from the Army 

Air Museum, challenge themselves on night hikes, explored the local area by 

torch light and so much more. 

 

So, no.  You won’t hear cubs saying "dyb, dyb, dyb" or scouts singing a round 

of Ging Gang Gooli - that’s SO last century.  But you will see and hear chil-

dren of all ages having fun, developing new skills, undertaking adventurous 

activities and being encouraged to do more and be more.  And that does 

include fire lighting and knots - some things haven’t changed. 

 

To find out more about Scouts in the UK go to scouts.org.uk .  To learn 

more about 5th Portsmouth Scouts visit us online at fb.me/5thportsmouth 

or email 5th.gsl@portsmouthscouts.org.uk.  

 

We will also be updating you in the coming year here in this magazine.  

 

Thanks Guy!  We look forward to hearing more about what 5th Portsmouth is up 

to over the year.   

 

At the moment the 5th Portsmouth is supporting Greene King's Tub 2 Pub 2022 

campaign to recycle 5PP plastic tubs to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

 

So if you’ve got any sweet, biscuit or cracker tubs left over from Christmas leave 

them in church by the gifts for the Food Bank and they’ll pass them on!  
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Malcolm Smith: A Bit of Alright  

 

. The subject of this month’s interview 

was born in Milton, has always lived in 

Milton and will die in Milton.  He’s also 

– to his surprise – gravitated from 

young parent to wise old man at St 

James over his many, nearly unbroken 

years of service with us.  He's one of 

us and he’s served us too. 

  

But in other ways Malcolm is quite the 

pioneer.  He was one of the first ba-

bies born after the creation of the Na-

tional Health Service, being born at St 

Mary’s in July 1948.  And his life shows 

too the opportunities for bright chil-

dren from our city over our lifetime. 

  

He was brought up as an only child in what he describes as a terrific child-

hood by Reginald and Violet on Westfield Road, with his dad working as a 

coach painter at the Eastney Bus Garage just around the corner.  Only child 

he might have been, but he was always popular amongst the children on the 

street because they could come and play at his house, while each year he 

would be presented with a wonderful present made at the Bus Garage.  The 

house too was full of relatives, gossip and card schools at weekends. 

 

He describes his dad as clever and talented, who passed his 11 Plus but was-

n’t able, for financial reasons, to go to Grammar School. Malcolm has  had 

the chance to make the most of the opportunities that have come his way.  

After Wimborne he went to the Technical High School, where he was asked 

what he wanted to do.  His friend John had said he hoped to go into local 

government.  Malcolm thought “that’s alright” and so he started out as a 

clerk in the Registration and Examination Section of the College of Technol-

ogy. 

  

That later became the Polytechnic before becoming the University – a trans-

formation which Malcolm describes as from a corner shop to Sainsbury’s.  

He worked in the Department of Economics, Business School and ending as 

an Assistant Academic Registrar. It was a career he clearly loved and found 

satisfying.   
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That stems from thinking that local government would be alright, but also 

lots of hard work, including studying part-time for his HNC. 

  

That is one great enthusiasm – another is his marriage to Fay, so much so 

that they appear as two people as one on Facebook as FayandMalcolmSmith!  

Their first meeting was at the Arundel Street Mecca in 1966.  Malcolm was 

standing by the side of the ballroom and yawned as  Fay walked past.  She 

said “some people need to get to bed earlier!”.  He asked her out – and she 

thought he was “a bit of alright”. They’ve been together ever since, getting 

married at St Thomas Bedhampton in 1970, having a family, living in 

Catisfield Road, Shelford Road before their present much loved home on 

Warren Avenue. It’s clear they complement one another perfectly; Fay says 

he’s lucky to be contented and normal.  She’s the exciting one that leads him 

astray! 

  

He's brought that normality to his faith too.  He’d gone to confirmation 

classes at St Patrick’s as a child but didn’t finish them, and on occasion to St 

Faith’s in Havant with Fay and felt “there was something there”. He also 

recognized he didn’t feel part of it since he wasn’t confirmed, so was 

confirmed at St James in 1973, being prepared by the curate, Michael 

Brinkworth. 

  

He's been with us ever since, other than a brief period at St Cuthbert’s in 

the early 1990s, while he’s also been a leading light in the Milton Glee Club 

too.  His practical side has been an enormous boon, in his service on the 

PCC and as churchwarden for many years.  He describes his faith as simple.  

I’d call it  authentic.  He describes St James as home and alternative family.  

It is where he is at peace, and he often comes with Fay early on a Sunday 

morning so he can soak up the atmosphere.  He can’t imagine life without 

going to church.  It is where he feels God’s presence. 

  

He clearly loves the people too.  I’ve been struck by how much Fay and 

Malcolm welcome people, make them feel at home and encourage them to 

join that alternative family.  They did exactly that for me. And I, and I know 

lots of others, are grateful for their warmth and their welcome., 

  

Malcolm is always someone who is always smiling and always curious about 

others.   He knows who he is and we’re incredibly grateful for all he’s done 

at St James.  He is indeed, as Fay thought on that fateful night in 1966, a bit 

of alright.       Fr Hugo 

  

  

  

. 
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The Slightly Smaller Interview:  Rebeca 

 

One of the many joys of the restrictions upon us being lifted is that people 

are starting to come and find out about St James Milton and stay and 

worship with us.  We’ve been delighted to welcome one family, Florian, 

Elena, Alexander, Andrei and Rebeca, and delighted too by the warmth they 

bring to our life together.  The 

family originally come from Romania, 

although they have lived in 

Portsmouth  for several years.   

 

We greatly enjoyed introducing 

them to one of the maddest English 

traditions before Christmas -  the 

pantomime! Elena repaid the 

compliment by sharing  some 

delicious Romanian food with us. 

 

We caught up with them to find out about the youngest member of the 

family:  Rebeca.  

 

Even though I’m 54 I often meet people much younger than me who have a 

far wiser head on their shoulders.  Rebeca is a case in point.  She really 

thinks about every question you ask and often asks a question back! 

 

She’s nine and in Year Five at Wimborne, where she’s been since Reception.  

She likes maths because she likes complicated questions, but is less keen on 

English because of all the writing.  She also enjoys the school’s Creative Club 

and recently made a special piece of stained glass with a Cross on it for 

Christmas to display at home.  She’s also learning the piano, which she says 

makes her happy 

 

She understands Romanian - which her mum and dad speak at home - but 

can’t speak much of it and so sometimes acts as an English translator for 

them.  Her family came to the UK when she was one.   

 

She’s already thinking about the future.  She’d like to be a doctor.  Since her 

mum wants to be a nurse, Rebeca is set on being her boss!  She also enjoys 

coming to St James.  She loved the panto, and says of the church, how nice 

all the people are.  And so are you and your family Rebeca!  Fr Hugo 
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 Lent is just around the corner 

 

This edition of the magazine comes out the weekend at Candlemas, when 

Christmas properly ends.  But we’re already starting to think about Lent.   

 

This starts on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, so we will celebrate mass with 

ashing at 10 and 12.  But on Shrove Tuesday, 1st March, You can read below 

about the Quiet Half Day Fr John will be holding on Shrove Tuesday to help 

us prepare.  Pancake tossing is obligatory.  

 

We’ll also be running a Lent Course, with sessions likely to be on 

Wednesdays at around 11.15 in the Hall after mass and coffee and then again 

on Zoom one evening each week.  There is a multiplicity of courses for Lent 

out there so we’re having a think about one that might be suitable for us.  

Let us know if you’ve got any ideas, or have any other thoughts about how 

we might observe Lent.       Fr Hugo 

 

Celebrating God’s generosity in our weakness: Our Lent Quiet Day 

 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Ashes don’t have to mean long faces. On 

Shrove Tuesday there will be a quiet day (half day actually) of reflection and 

prayer to prepare for Lent, starting in church at 1000 and ending with mass 

at noon.  

 

After welcoming one another, Fr John will introduce seven verses from the 

Bible, all of them celebrating God’s generosity to us in different ways. Lent 

can’t just be about celebration. It’s also a time to acknowledge our own 

vulnerabilities. That’s why we put ashes on our foreheads. So we will also 

have time to share our feelings about how difficult it can be sometimes to 

respond to God. Take Christmas for example.  It’s a time to thank God for 

sending his Son as the Messiah. But it can also be a stressful time when we 

miss those whom we have lost more than ever. So the quiet day will also be 

a time to listen an encourage one another as well as listening to God.  

 

Between 1015 and 1115, the seven bible verses will be recited, with 2-3 

minutes of meditative words ending with a question or two. We will then 

share our thoughts to discover what we might pray about and then pray for a 

few minutes in silence.  We will then have quiet time until mass at noon.  

After mass we will retire to the hall for refreshments, rejoicing and 

celebrating God’s goodness and his grace – with pancakes !    Fr John 

 
10. 

Saint of the Month:  Brigid of Ireland 

 

Brigid, you could say, was the female Patrick of Ireland. 

 

Historical facts about this first abbess of Kildare (d.c. 525) may be scarce, but 

her ‘Lives’, written from the 7th century, tell many anecdotes and miracles 

which over the centuries have become deeply rooted in Irish folklore. Brigid 

came from a village near Kildare, of parents of humble origin, and is said to 

have been baptised by Patrick and became a nun at an early age. She is 

credited with founding the monastery of Kildare, a powerful influence for 

Christianity in Ireland.  

 

The miracles attributed to Brigid show her to have been a woman of great 

compassion and generosity. There are stories of how she could multiply 

food, especially butter, for the poor. Other stories tell of her changing her 

bathwater to beer, in order to satisfy the thirst of unexpected visitors. Even 

her cows gave milk three times the same day, to enable visiting bishops to 

have enough to drink.   

 

Brigid’s cult grew rapidly in Ireland, where it became second only to that of 

Patrick. In England, there were at least 19 ancient church dedications in her 

honour (the most famous is St Bride’s Fleet Street). There is also St Bride’s 

Bay, Dyfed, which underlines the strong connection between Irish and Welsh 

Christianity.  St Brigid is patron of poets, blacksmiths, and healers. She is 

usually depicted with a cow lying at her feet.   

 

Valentine’s Day Mystery 

There are two confusing things about this day of romance and anonymous 

love-cards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seems to have 

been two different Valentines in the 4th century - one a priest martyred on 

the Flaminian Way, under the emperor Claudius, the other a bishop of Terni 

martyred at Rome. And neither seems to have had any clear connection with 

lovers or courting couples.   

 

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love? By 

Chaucer’s time the link was assumed to be because on these saints’ day -

14th February - the birds are supposed to pair. Or perhaps the custom of 

seeking a partner on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman 

Lupercalia festival, which took place in the middle of February. One of the 

Roman gods honoured during this Festival was Pan, the god of nature. 
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Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage. During the Luper-

calia it was a popular custom for young men to draw the name of a young 

unmarried woman from a name-box. The two would then be partners or 

‘sweethearts’ during the time of the celebrations. Even modern Valentine 

decorations bear an ancient symbol of love - Roman cupids with their bows 

and love-arrows.   

 

There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 his 

relics have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin. 

 

The Search Continues!  

As St James reflects on the qualities we’re looking for from the next vicar, 

we should look to Scripture for examples … or perhaps not! 

 

Adam: Good man but had problems with his wife. They also enjoyed walk-

ing nude in the woods. 

Noah: Former ministry of 120 years, yet with no converts. Also, prone to 

unrealistic building projects. 

Abraham: Twice offered to share his own wife with another man. 

Joseph: Obsessed with the meaning of dreams, plus he had a prison record. 

Moses: Modest, but a poor communicator, and even stuttered at times. 

Moreover, he had a temper, and there were rumours he left an earlier 

church over a murder charge. 

David: Very promising leader, except that he wrote poetry, and then had 

an affair with his neighbour’s wife. 

Solomon: We suspect he was a bit of a wise guy, and anyway the vicarage  

would never hold all those wives. 

Elijah: Prone to depression, and he set things on fire. 

Deborah: Played the tambourine, so not at all suitable for us. 

Jeremiah: Always lamenting things. Buried his underwear outside. 

Isaiah: Claimed to have seen angels flying in the church. To be avoided.  

Jonah: Says God had him swallowed up by a great fish, and that later it spat 

him out on the shore near here because he was called to ministry.  

John: Baptist, but he doesn’t dress like any Baptists we know. Has slept 

outside, eats a weird diet, and provokes church leaders and kings. 

Peter: Too working class, and too impetuous. Known to swear.  

Paul: Powerful message, and people responded to him, but he had been 

known to preach all night. We want eight minutes and no more!. Avoid.  

Judas: Seems to have been a steady plodder, with excellent connections. 

Knew how to handle money. Might be just who we want! 
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Ally’s Update: Greetings from the Choir Church Project ?  

 

January saw two new choirs created at Milton Park Primary School. We have 

a group for the very small ones (R-Yr3) then an older choir the day after (Yrs 

4-6). I am delighted to be supported by three musical members of staff for 

these new ventures, which take place every Monday and Tuesday after 

school.  

 

This February, I plan to meet with staff from Meon Infants and Moorings Way. 

Capitalising on the work being done at Milton Park Primary, the aim is to have 

three Reception-aged choirs functioning under our supportive umbrella. This 

would result in (potentially) six local choirs created by The Choir Church 

Project running through Milton - neatly packed into two age groups.  

 

For total transparency, I shan’t pretend that this is always straightforward. 

Wimborne Primary School has been hard to access with Covid precautions, 

whilst Milton Park Primary have also felt the brunt of rising infection rates in 

their classrooms. But the communication is warm, as are the relationships, and 

we will be there to step straight back in when they feel more comfortable.  

 

I have been asked over Sunday morning coffee about our new Pompey Song!  

Since I Was Young, our new song about Portsmouth FC and local identity, 

was a project on which I sought advice from our Guilds about what it truly 

means to be Pompey.  

 

We are now booked in to record this new song, using children from Meon 

Junior School, at a recording studio in the first week of February. We have an 

excellent relationship with Out of the Ark, the highly renowned school music 

provider, whom have kindly offered us use of their studio for free.  

 

We had hoped to come and sing for you around St Valentine’s Day, but Covid 

has potentially scuppered that. However! We shall be coming to see you with 

a song to boot around Mothering Sunday, for sure.    Ally 
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Can you help?  Caring for God’s House and God’s Acre? 

 

Would anybody be interested in helping to keep our much loved church 

building looking much loved?  We’d welcome anyone who can clean for an 

hour or so on a Saturday morning in the Church.  The two side chapels 

and the main body of the Church do need a regular vacuum and the pews 

dusted.  Good company and coffee guaranteed! 

 

It doesn't need to be every Saturday, but could become part of a rota.  An-

ybody willing to help please contact Stella.  You’ll be most welcome! 

 

We cleared a lot of weeds and waste from the back of the Church at our 

recent BIG GARDEN CLEARANCE DAY, but there is still a little more to 

do.  So on Saturday 5th February from 10.00am we will be meeting and 

weeding and clearing and before consuming a delicious bacon butty as a 

reward for your hard work!?  

 

Congratulations Barry!  

 

Every baptism is a bit special, but 

baptizing Barry, who is a bit older 

than most who are baptised at St 

James, on January 23rd, during our 

10am service was perhaps a little ex-

tra special.   

 

Everyone at St James Milton was de-

lighted to welcome Barry and to wel-

come members of his family who had 

come to support him.  Barry told us 

that he felt very much at home with 

us.  We’re so pleased he has made St 

James his home.  We were also 

pleased to see his daughter Rachel 

again.  She was as a teenager a mem-

ber of the choir and even on the 

PCC.  She even found herself in choir 

photographs  in the choir vestry! 

 

Welcome to our church family, Bar-

ry! 

14. 

 200 Club 

 

The 200 Club is a great way to have a flutter, perhaps win a little cash—and 

raise money for St James into the bargain!  

 

2022 subscriptions are now due.  Cheques, made out to St James Church 

200 Club, are perfect but so is cash! I intend to be in Church for the 

Wednesday and Sunday service to collect but if you are unable to catch me, 

an envelope marked either to me or 200 club could be left with either Stella 

or Mark. I will then return to you, the following week a receipt showing 

your numbers allocated.  

 

As always, it is £13 for the year, there are plenty of numbers available and 

new members would be warmly welcomed. Sandra 92 341958 or 

07938597974.       Sandra Lamburth 

 

Why Candles are Lighted on Candlemas Day 

 

Jesus was Mary’s first born boy 

Who gave her lots of love and joy 

And so with Joseph to the temple they went 

To give thanks for their child which God has sent.  

There this young child was dedicated to the Lord 

Where the offering of two doves was assured 

This was to fulfil what was written in law 

And for those present they soon would learn more 

Simeon who was waiting outside then entered in 

Because the Holy Spirit had promised him 

He would hold this holy child of peace 

And give thanks to God before his release 

The prophetess Anna always knew 

What she now said about Jesus was true 

“this child is the one who has come to redeem” 

So they in the temple praise for the child they had seen.  

Let us then at this time when candles burn bright 

Celebrate the Christ child with joy and delight.  

 

Peter Garner 
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Why not use these suggestions to prompt who you pray for?  

 

Tuesday  1 Feria    Everyone at St James 

Wednesday 2 Feria     Our archdeacons 

Thursday 3 Feria    Our team of servers 

Friday   4 Feria     Pompey Football Club 

Saturday 5 Feria     Men’s Fellowship 

Sunday   6 4th before Lent   The Ladies’ Guild  

Monday  7 Feria     The low paid 

Tuesday  8 Feria     Children in care 

Wednesday  9 Feria     All carers 

Thursday 10 Feria     Our new Bishop 

Friday   11 Feria     Those who serve the 

       poor 

Saturday  12 Feria     The lonely  

Sunday   13 3rd before Lent   Choir Church   

Monday  14 St Cyril    Little Shells 

Tuesday  15 Feria    Highbury College 

Wednesday  16 Feria     Mary Rose Lodge  

Thursday  17 Feria     Those who wait  

Friday   18 Feria    Gardeners 

Saturday  19 Feria     The RNLI  

Sunday   20 Feria    Our schools  

Monday  21 Feria      Hugh and our choir 

Tuesday  22 Feria    Our retired clergy 

Wednesday  23 Polycarp    Our churchwardens  

Thursday  24 Feria     Struggling families  

Friday   25 Feria     Those who mourn 

Saturday  26 Feria     Cafes in our parish 

Sunday  27 Next before Lent   Ordinands  

Monday  28 Feria     Portsmouth Pathway 

 

Did you know “feria” means any day other than a Sunday?  

16. 

Baptisms:   Henry Regan 

  Barry Glover 

 

Funerals:   Freddie Paul  

  Veronica Holder (at Pucklechurch, near Bristol)  

  Maureen Osborn 

  Alan Jackson  

 

 From the Registers   

 

 The Ladies’ Guild 

 

The Ladies will be meeting on the 1st February, and will hear a talk on the 

work of The Childrens’ Society.  They will meet after the requiem mass 

for Betty Laws at noon.  Betty was herself a member of the Guild. 

 

Have a word with Stella if you’d like to know more about the Ladies’ 

Guild.  

Results of 200 Club Draw number 587 drawn after 10.00a.m service on 

19th January 2022 

 

1st    £15     11      Mrs Catriona Maton 

 

2nd   £11     12      Mr Paul Vince 

 

3rd     £9      54      Mrs Bridget Wade 

 

4th     £7     176     Mr John Fry 

 

5th     £5     146      Sarah Hewitt  



Dates for your Diary  

 

Sunday 27th February  Mass celebrated by Rev Dr Samantha Cullen from 

   St Mary’s Fratton 

 

Tuesday 1st March  Shrove Tuesday Quiet Day  

 

Wednesday 2nd March  Ash Wednesday  

 

Thursday 24th March  The Annunciation  

 

Sunday 10th April  Palm Sunday  

 

Thursday 14th April  Maundy Thursday  

 

Friday 15th April  Good Friday  

 

Sunday 17th April  Easter Day  

THINKING OF MOVING? 

Please call for a FREE valuation 

Your local Estate Agent 

11 Milton Road 

Copnor  

023 9282 6731 

www.chinneckshaw.co.uk 

17. 
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    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
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    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 



Mr. News. . .  The sign of service at your local 
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT 

J. G. RILEY 
(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL) 

 

NEWSAGENT · CONFECTIONERY · TOBACCO 

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST  

90 LOCKSWAY ROAD  Tel: (023) 9273 1574 

Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents 

 

 

Would you like to ad-

vertise here?   

M A ELLIS  Painter and Decorator 
 

All aspects of decorating undertaken 

Internal and external work 
 

Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  Fully insured. 

    Established since 1992 

TEL 023 9271 2676  Mobile 07748 526551   

E Mail mellispainter@outlook.com 

 

Website    http://mgchoir.org/ 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir 

We are always keen to welcome new 
members. Our friendly choir rehearses 
most Friday evenings from 7:30pm to 
9:30pm at St James Church Hall.  Call 
Madge on 02392 385272 to find out more! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

http://mgchoir.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir


 

 
 

Personal Service 
Private Chapels 
Woodland Burials 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Repatriation 
Horse Drawn Carriage 
Memorials 
24 Hour  Personal Service 
Home Visits 
 

‘LAWNSWOOD’  245 Fratton Road 
Portsmouth 023 9282 4831 

380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000 
 

 

 

St James’ Church Hall 

Milton Park Avenue 

PO4 8PG 

 

Serving Church and Community 

 

The Hall is managed and maintained by  

members of St James’ Parish Church 

 

• A large hall (with kitchen) on ground floor 

• A smaller hall upstairs 

• Full central heating 

• Lightweight moveable tables (6ft and 3ft) and 100 chairs 

• Kitchen for catering 

• 80 full-place meal settings available 

 

The Halls are available for: 

 

• Adult Education 

• Clubs and Societies 

• Courses 

• Exhibitions 

• Private functions 

• Sales 
 

Hire of the Halls are charged by the hour.  Rates depend on 

whether it is commercial or Club/Class let and whether it is 

a one-off or regular booking.  

 

Contact: Booking Secretary  07762 524781 


