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Buttercups our gold! 

 

Brighter Homes Decor 
           Brighten up your home   

 

 PAINTING  &  DECORATING 
       INTERIOR  &  EXTERIOR 
                                

          NO JOB TOO SMALL 
                          HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
                           CLEAN, RESPECTFUL & RELIABLE 
                                

             COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

                DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

                FREE ESTIMATES 
             Telephone: 023 9237 6656  

           Mobile: 07742255337 
          

             FULLY INSURED 
 

BRANSBURY  PARK  
BUTCHERS 

 
 
                                                                      
 

 

141 
 Eastney 

Road 

Telephone  
(023)  

92734328                                                                       

OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT 
 

Private collector would be  
interested in purchasing old valve 
radios, amateur radio equipment, 
military radios, test equipment, 

spares, valves etc. 
Contact Richard Bishopp  

Tel: 023 9275 5800 
Mob: 07889613183 

‘MILTON REVIEW’ 
ADVERTISING 

 

Cost:- All for 12 issues 
Box 2.5 inches x 1.5 inches: £10.00 
Box 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches: £20.00 

Quarter Page: £30.00 
Half Page: £60.00 
Full Page: £120.00 

Advertising Manager: Mr. Roger Bannister 
Tel: 02392 041100 
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Parish Directory 
 

Parish Priest  Fr Paul Armstead   02392 732786 

   287 Milton Road PO4 8PG 

   father.paul@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Assistant Curate  Fr Hugo Deadman  02392 651456 

   102B Copnor Road PO3 5AL 

   father.hugo@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Hon Assistant Priest Fr Paul Ginever   02392 174692 
 

Choir Church  Mr Alastair Ross   07889 299078 

   choirchurch@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Reader   Mr Jeff Harvey   02392 828111 

Reader   Ms Marilyn Palmer   
 

Churchwarden  Miss Stella Wansborough  02392 642386 

Churchwarden  Mr Mark Pearce   02392 426992 
 

Director of Music Mr Paul Freathy   07707 564633 

Hall bookings and magazine  

advertising  Mr Roger Bannister  02392 041100 

Magazine Treasurer Mr Peter Garner   02392 812448  
 

 

Church services 
 

 

All public services in the church  

are suspended until further notice. 
 

Church open for private prayer 
 

Sunday 2pm to 4pm 

Wednesday 10am to Noon 
 

 

Baptism (Christening), Banns and Wedding arrangements should be made by 

contacting Fr Paul using the above contact details. 
 

Please visit our  Website www.stjamesmilton.org.uk 

  Facebook  www.facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUk   
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Local is back! 

 

Last Sunday, at the service that was live streamed I mentioned how I was finding 

the coming out of lockdown far more difficult than when it all started. We have 

got used to new ways of doing things, new words, new ways of contacting 

people and spending our days. How many of these will disappear as fast as they 

arrived and how many will we continue well in the ‘new normal’? For:- 

 

Odd things have been happening to my world in these past weeks of lockdown.  

 

It’s got bigger. I’ve been in touch via the web with friends in Australia and New 

Zealand. Worshippers from Wiltshire and Devon are taking part in our online 

church services. Other churches are telling the same stories, with increasing 

numbers of people logging on. 

 

It’s got smaller. Even with the relaxation of regulations, many people are still 

working from home, home-schooling and mostly exercising within walking or 

cycling distance from where they live.  

 

It’s got faster. Arrangements for funerals that I conduct were speeded up, with 

registration and funeral planning carried out over the phone. A doctor’s 

appointment by telephone significantly cut down waiting time. 

 

It’s got slower. Shopping takes longer with queues that people would have 

complained about before the lockdown. The shops have done a great job to 

keep the shelves stocked and maintain social distancing. 

 

I’ve been thinking about what the long-term impact of the Covid-19 lockdown 

might be. One of the key outcomes is that local is back.  

 

For decades, we’ve been hearing about globalization, and how the world is a 

much more connected place. It is, and the internet has kept many vital 

businesses running these past weeks. 

 

But we’ve also come to value what’s on our doorstep and in our local streets.  

 

Neighbours have become more important. We’re valuing local shops, pubs and 

restaurants, parks and open spaces. All the people working hard to keep local 

services going. 
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Christianity is now a major global religion, with billions of followers around the 

world. But it began local. It began with Jesus Christ, travelling by foot, 

preaching and healing around a small area of the middle east. From its local 

roots, the faith spread around the world. 

 

Today, churches around the world are deeply rooted in their local 

communities and are seeking to follow Christ’s example of love and caring. 

 

Each of us is rooted into our family, into our key relationships and into where 

we live.  

 

During this pandemic, each of these has grown in importance. Let us not forget 

them in our rush to try and get back to a world that we once knew but will 

probably or even hopefully ever be the same again. 

Fr Paul 

        

****************** 

 

A bright new tomorrow 

 

There’s a bright new tomorrow 

because God sent to us his Son  

so all could have eternal life  

through His love for everyone.  

Jesus was the one who died.  

He died that we might live  

if we turn away from sin  

and find new life in Him.  

He will always be our friend  

and gave this new commandment  

which is to show one another love  

to make our BRIGHT NEW TOMORROW. 

Peter Garner 
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High days and holy days 
 

7th July -St Boisil of Melrose, patron saint for ordinands? 
 

Have you ever noticed how life-enhancing good ministers are? St Boisil 

(d.c.661) should be their patron saint. He did nothing spectacular, but he 

did everything that mattered. 
 

Boisil was a monk who became abbot of Melrose, in the Irish monastic 

tradition. Boisil knew about God – he had spent years in study, and this 

earned him respect. Boisil walked with God – his transparent holiness 

made people love and trust him. Boisil could hear God speak – he was so 

open to God’s Spirit that he was even given the gift of prophecy:- God 

speaking through one person into specific situations in other people’s lives.    

 

Knowledge of God, obedience to God, and a prophetic gift from God. It is 

faithful Christians such as Boisil who have kept the Church going over the 

centuries. Sadly, in 661 Boisil caught the plague. He spent his last hours on 

earth reading St John’s gospel with Cuthbert, another Celtic monk, who 

also caught the plague. Boisil prophesied that Cuthbert would live, but that 

he would die. But this did not trouble him: he knew in whom he believed 

and was looking forward to finally seeing his beloved Master, face to face. 

 

7th July -St Willibald, the first ever Anglo-Saxon travel writer 

 

Where would you like to go on your summer travels? If you enjoy 

including a Christian element to your trips, such as making a pilgrimage, or 

visiting places rich in Christian history, then St. Willibald (d. 876) is the 

saint for you this month. He was one of the most widely travelled Anglo-

Saxons of his time. 

 

Willibald began life in Wessex, becoming a monk at Bishops Waltham 

(Hants). But he obviously had the curiosity that besets all keen travellers – 

what is it like over there…just over the next hill, round the next corner? 

And so Willibald set out… for Rome, Cyprus, Syria and above all, 

Palestine. It was an amazing achievement, just to survive such journeys back 

in the early 8th century. In Palestine, Willibald made his way round all the 

Holy Places associated with Jesus, as well as the numerous communities of 

monks and hermits living there. On his eventual return to Europe, 

Willibald decided to tell his story. He dictated an account of all his travels 

to a long-suffering nun, Hugeburc, who wrote it up under the title of 
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Hodoeporicon – the first ever travel book to be written by an Anglo-Saxon. 

After a long stay in Constantinople, the year 730 found Willibald back in 

Rome, where he settled at the monastery at Monte Cassino. Under his 

reforming influence, the monastery began to prosper. That got Willibald 

‘noticed’, and soon Boniface asked Pope Gregory III to send him on to 

Germany, where Willibald was made bishop of Echstatt.  Here he founded a 

monastery that became an important centre for the diffusion and 

development of monasticism.  After 45 years as Bishop at Echstatt, Willibald 

died in c. 786. His relics remain there till this day.   

 

31st July  St Joseph of Arimathea, the man who buried Jesus 

 

Have you ever suffered from gossip? Ever discovered that people are saying 

some really wild things about you? If so, Joseph of Arimathea would 

understand - and sympathise with you. This decent, godly man of the gospels 

seems to have fired the imaginations of all sorts of people down the years. 
 

Joseph was a rich, prominent member of the ruling Jewish council - the 

Sanhedrin. Mark’s gospel describes him as having been ‘waiting for the 

kingdom of God’ for years, and even being a secret disciple of Jesus. He 

played no part in the trial or crucifixion. 
 

When Jesus was pronounced dead, Joseph had the seniority needed to 

approach Pilate for the body - and get it.  Near to where Jesus had been 

crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, cut deep in the 

rock. Joseph himself already owned it - and it was still new and empty. So, 

Joseph laid Jesus there, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, according to Jewish 

burial custom. Joseph did not bury Jesus alone - Nicodemus helped him, 

while some women who had followed Jesus trailed miserably behind. 
 

Matthew tells us that the last thing Joseph did for Jesus was to sadly roll a big 

stone across the entrance to the tomb, and then go away. With that, Joseph 

passes out of history - and into legend. For in the centuries that followed, 

Joseph was swept up into the Legend of the Holy Grail, the Legend of 

Glastonbury, and even bits of the Arthurian legends. It was said that the Holy 

Thorn, which flowers at Christmas, had sprung from his staff.    
 

The mind boggles at what Joseph would have made of it all. One suspects he 

would have preferred to stick to the simple, but far better, true story: as 

having had the immense, unique privilege of laying the body of Jesus Christ in 

the tomb. Even if Jesus didn’t stay very long!  

6. 

All in the month of July  It was: 

 

175 years ago, on 4th July 1845 that Thomas Barnardo, Irish humanitarian 

and philanthropist was born. He founded Barnardo’s, a charity which cares 

for vulnerable children and young people. 

 

150 years ago, on 18th July 1870 that the Vatican issued the declaration of 

Papal Infallibility. It preserved the Pope from the possibility of error when he 

defined a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by the whole 

Catholic Church. 

 

100 years ago, on 17th July 1920 that Kenneth Wolstenholme, British 

football commentator, was born. Best remembered for his famous 

commentary at the 1966 World Cup Final: “Some people are on the pitch…

they think it’s all over…. It is now!” – as the last goal was scored. 

 

80 years ago, on 10th July 1940 to 31st October 1940: The Battle of Britain 

took place.  British victory. 

 

75 year ago, on 5th July 1945 that WWII leader Winston Churchill lost the 

British General Election to Clement Attlee’s Labour Party. 

 

65 years ago, on 9th July 1955 that the song ‘Rock Around the Clock’ by Bill 

Haley and His Comets reached #1 on the Billboard chart in the USA.  It 

remained there for eight weeks. Although not the first rock & roll song, it is 

considered the song that brought rock & roll into the mainstream. 

 

40 years ago, on 5th July 1980 that Swedish tennis player Bjorn Borg won the 

Wimbledon singles championship for a record fifth consecutive time. 

 

20 years ago, on 25th July 2000 that an Air France Concorde crashed outside 

Paris shortly after taking off for New York. All 109 people on board were 

killed, as well as four people on the ground. 

 

15 years ago, on 7th July 2005 that the London Bombings took place.  A 

coordinated series of four suicide bomb attacks on London’s transport 

systems during the morning rush hour killed 56 people, including the four 

bombers. More than 700 were injured.  It was the worst-ever attack on 

Britain, and the country’s first attack by suicide bombers. 

 



7. 

Welcome Home!      Fr Hugo 
 

We had a fascinating discussion at one of our Sunday morning coffee 

mornings recently about our first memories of St James’ or of coming to 

church.  What was striking was what attracted people wasn’t some big plan 

or blinding light.  It was being welcomed – and made to feel at home.   
 

Fay and Malcolm have evangelised a pretty significant proportion of the 

congregation – just by their welcome.  Bridget W talked about how it was 

sitting on the table with Megan as a baby, who was passed, admired and 

cherished by Netta, Val, Jean, Liz and Dorrie.  Who we are  and how we 

welcome people is as important as the words we used.  
 

This has made me reflect on how things that tiny or inconsequential in the 

great scheme of things are the most important.  You might have heard the 

expression, “don’t sweat the small stuff”.  And that’s right when it means 

not getting distracted by petty things.  But in terms of our faith and 

encouraging the faith of others that is what we are called to do: sweat the 

small stuff. We find Christ in the warp and weft of life, the ordinary stuff – 

and we bring others to him with what might seem like tiny gestures, but 

ones that might mean all the world.   
 

That’s why it was so important that Pauline said coming to St James’ was 

like coming home.  That home should anticipate or suggest something of 

our ultimate home in God. But also because our church should model what 

a good home is: the sources of our deepest relationships, our most 

profound connections, where we are loved.  It is shared with family.  

Moreover, happy homes are often open homes, where hospitality is offered 

and which is shared with others, who then make it their home.  
 

That is something to ponder as we open our church again.  We should be 

hospitable, not just by opening the doors, but by welcoming others to our 

home so it becomes their home too.  And we should seek to connect and 

relate so they discern something of the greatest relationship of all: our 

relationship with God. If we do that others can come home – and love our 

shared home as much as we do and be loved in that home just as we are.  

So they glimpse the love of God through the love we show, just as we were 

ourselves welcomed and loved.   
 

So when we’re back together – just remember to sweat the small stuff and 

ask yourself, how are you going to welcome people to our home.   
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Lockdown in Bethlehem 
 

A number of us have had the joy of visiting the Holy Land: 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has taken a heavy toll of death and illness around 

the world. However, the statistics don’t always tell the full story. On the 

face of it, Palestine has escaped lightly, with only two deaths and under 400 

cases at the time of writing; but the economic impact on the people has 

been devastating.  
 

This is particularly true of the Christian artisans in and around Bethlehem, 

who make their living carving nativity sets, crosses and other souvenirs 

from olive wood for sale to tourists and pilgrims. It’s a tradition that 

started early in the 14th century, when the Franciscans first settled in 

Bethlehem. They brought in Italian wood carvers who taught local people 

how to make olive wood carvings for pilgrims, and the craft has been 

handed down within families ever since. 
 

A group of Christian pilgrims from Greece brought Covid-19 to Palestine 

in late February. The first local cases in Bethlehem were discovered on 5th 

March, and within 48 hours the city was locked down, with no visitors 

coming in or out, the churches, mosques, shops and schools all closed.  
 

That may seem an extreme reaction, but Palestine’s healthcare system is 

fragile. If the virus spread through the crowded refugee camps it could be 

unstoppable. 
 

With no tourists coming in, the artisans have no income. They are growing 

vegetables in their back gardens to survive. The lockdown was in place until 

early June, but even then, tourists will not be visiting for months, perhaps a 

year or more. Their only hope is to sell overseas. 
 

‘Made in Bethlehem’ is a part-time not-for-profit fair-trade business 

importing the work of these artisans from two fair-trade wholesalers in 

Bethlehem.  The prices are set to just cover the costs of buying, shipping 

and selling. Normally the goods are sold at craft markets in the UK, but 

these too are closed at the moment.  
 

If you would like to help the Christian artisans of Bethlehem, please visit 

the online shop at Facebook, @MadeInBethlehem or email 

made.in.bethlehem@gmail.com 

 

mailto:made.in.bethlehem@gmail.com
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The NHS – bearing one another’s burdens Ven John Barton 
 

“Save the NHS” was the slogan chosen by the British government when the 

coronavirus began to spread.  Meant to evoke public compassion, and 

compliance with emergency regulations, it sounded as though the NHS was 

an endangered species. In fact it was the public themselves whose lives 

were in jeopardy; the National Health Service existed solely for their 

benefit. The slogan did manage to stir gratitude for a service which had 

been taken for granted, as well as appreciation of its 1.5+ million staff, many 

of whom were now putting their own lives at greater risk. 
 

The idea for a countrywide medical service came from the Beveridge 

Report, instigated by the coalition government during World War II. 

“Medical treatment covering all requirements will be provided for all 

citizens by a national health service”, is how it was defined, though it had to 

wait until 1948 for its implementation to begin. 
 

It was part of a programme for reconstruction, aiming to eliminate Want, 

Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. Sir William Beveridge, who gave 

his name to the report, was close friends with two other social reformers: 

R H Tawney, and William Temple, a future Archbishop of 

Canterbury. Today’s Archbishop, Justin Welby, wrote this about the trio: 

“Drawing on Christian understandings of justice, generosity and human 

dignity, they described the kind of country that they felt reflected God’s 

values better.”  
 

St Paul couldn’t have thought he was providing a slogan for a welfare state 

when he wrote, “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of 

Christ”, but that is a neat summary of the way the National Health Service 

works. We all pay in when we can and we all benefit when we need. 
 

One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is £158.4 billion, which in real 

terms is 10 times as much as in 1950. In the meantime, it’s no longer 

completely free for all. Prescription charges and dental fees have been 

introduced. The development of ever-more sophisticated life-saving drugs 

and medical procedures will inevitably mean higher costs - and a heightened 

moral dilemma. Must there be further limits to the provision of “medical 

treatment covering all requirements”? 
 

The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered economy in the years to come 

may compel the British people to choose between what is essential and 

what is optional.  The Christian principle now sounds particularly 

demanding: “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ”. 
10. 

Smile lines 
 

New version of Apostles’ Creed 

 

When our church began live streaming its services, our minister was at 

first a bit nervous. Still, he kept his cool, and you would never have known 

he was struggling until he reached the Apostles’ Creed. Then he firmly 

announced that Jesus was..."confused by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary..."  
 

New style of prayer 

 

Our minister is still getting used to live streaming our church services. Last 

Sunday he invited us to join him digitally in prayer by saying firmly: "Let's 

bow our eyes and close our heads." 
 

Crazy? 

 

Our minister wanted the title of his next sermon to be posted ahead of 

time on the church website. He rang our church warden and said that the 

title was to be: ‘Are Ministers Crazy?’ 

 

Not hearing this as a question, the church warden dutifully posted: ‘Our 

Minister's Crazy.’ 

 

Beware 

 

As you prepare for the school holidays, remember this: children are 

natural mimics. They act like us in spite of all our attempts to teach them 

good manners. 

 

Seagull 

 

A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran 

up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay 

dead in the sand. "Daddy, what happened to him?" 

 

"He died and went to heaven," the father replied.  

 

The boy thought a moment and then asked: "Why did God throw him 

back down?"  
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Why did God make mothers? 

Here are some of the answers seven-year-olds gave to the following questions… 

 

Why did God give you your mother and not some other mum? 

God knew she likes me a lot more than other kids' mums like me. 

 

What kind of little girl was your mum? 

I don't know because I wasn't there, but my guess would be pretty bossy. 

 

What did your mum need to know about your dad before she married him? 

His last name.  

 

What's the difference between mums & dads? 

Mum knows how to talk to teachers without scaring them. 

 

What would it take to make your mum perfect? 

On the inside she's already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of plastic 

surgery. 

 

The queue 

 

While waiting in a long queue early one morning for the supermarket to 

open for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young man saunter along and 

try to cut in at the front of the queue. A furious old lady waved her cane at 

him, and he quickly backed away. 

 

A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge the old 

lady, but then two old men started shouting at him. Again, the young man 

backed away. But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young man approached 

the queue for the third time. By now, all of us pensioners were ready for 

him, an angry wall of opposition. 

 

The young man stood there for a moment, and then shrugged his 

shoulders. "If you people won't let me unlock the door, none of you will 

ever get in to shop." 

 

The final word 
 

I need to practice social-distancing - from my refrigerator. 
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Hymn of the Month: Eternal Father 

 

At one of our recent Zoom coffee mornings we had a fascinating discussion 

about our favourite hymns – tinged of course with a little sadness that we 

can’t sing them together at the moment.  So, until we can do so again, That 

being so, I thought we could dig into the history of a different hymn each 

month, until we have the opportunity to sing them with gusto once more.  

 

Our discussion ranged across a surprising number of hymns – and a fair 

number from non-conformist backgrounds, as well as ones we all know and 

love.  Unsurprisingly, one was mentioned more than most, bearing in mind 

Portsmouth’s connection with the Royal Navy and the sea:  Eternal Father, 

Strong to Save.  One person said she always cried when we sang it.  Pauline 

said it made her see once again her dad on the deck of HMS Hermes, with the 

ship’s company singing it, accompanied by the Royal Marines’ Band.   

 

It’s got an interesting local connection too:  William Whiting, who wrote it, 

was head of the choir school, up the road at Winchester Cathedral.  He 

wrote the original version around 1860 for one of the choristers who was 

about to sail to America but suffered from an overwhelming fear of the perils 

of the voyage.  Whiting told him that “before you depart, I will give you 

something to anchor your faith” and wrote the hymn, echoing his own 

memories of surviving a storm at sea when younger.  Whiting rewrote it in 

1869 – and it has been an anchor of the church’s life ever since.   

 

It’s a fascinating, rich text – containing echoes of Psalm 107, which speaks of a 

“tempest that lifted high the waves “ and of those on the sea whose “courage 

melted away in their peril” – while the first verse also refers to God 

forbidding the waters to flood the earth, while the second verse refers to 

Jesus’ miracle of stilling the storm and walking on the water of the Sea of 

Galilee, while the third verse speaks of the Spirit’s role in the creation of the 

earth in Genesis.  Thus it speaks of all three persons of the Trinity.  Some also 

think some of the imagery echoes John Milton’s epic poem, Paradise Lost. 

 

Apart from being in widespread use by the Navy since the 1890s, it was also 

sung at the great meeting between Roosevelt and Churchill in the Atlantic in 

1941 on HMS Prince of Wales, and also at the funerals of US Presidents  From 

Roosevelt to Bush.  The tune - Melita – by John Bacchus Dykes also has 

connotations of storms at sea.  Melita is an old name for Malta – and so calls 

to mind Paul being shipwrecked there, recorded in Acts 28.   
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It has also been parodied several times.  One such parody records the perils 

faced by clergy:   

 

When’er you climb the pulpit stair 

 

Proceed with caution, and beware 

 

Lest tripping o’er your long black gown 

 

You find you go up, not down, 

 

And earthbound falling at full throttle 

 

Hear the faithful cry “He’s on the bottle!” 

 

Father Paul and I are certainly not on the bottle – but we will bear these wise 

words in mind when next we climb the pulpit stair!  

 

********************************* 

 

Good things come to those who wait 

 

It is almost exactly a year to the day since I was ordained deacon and met 

you all for the first time at the eucharist– and what a great year it’s been!  

I’ve loved being with you and getting to know so many of you – and grown to 

love so much about the people of Milton.  It’s a very distinctive place! Oddly 

lockdown actually helped this, as it enabled me to strike up a friendship with 

some St James’ people with whom I hadn’t had much contact.   

 

The first year after ordination is served as a deacon – and a deacon’s role is 

all about getting alongside people and loving them.  I hope I’ve done a little of 

that – and am immensely grateful for the immense love, care, consideration 

and cake you have given me.   Under normal circumstances I would be 

preparing to be ordained priest at the Cathedral, planned for the afternoon 

of July 4th.  This, clearly, is now not going to happen – on that day at least.  A 

new date has been pencilled in – Saturday 28th November at 4pm.  With a bit 

of luck more people will be allowed to gather together then – so please 

pencil in this pencilled in date in your diaries!  
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Buttercups – treasure in our countryside 
 

Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were 

frequently to be found in meadows where cows grazed, they were 

responsible for butter's yellow colouring. The name was an obvious choice! 
 

However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are avoided as far 

as possible by our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely. But surely, 

we all remember having a buttercup held under our chin to see whether the 

reflection proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of the petals 

actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects and secondly 

to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature regulation of the plant's 

reproductive organs.  
  

We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same unpopularity 

as other poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they taste nasty, but 

the poison will also cause blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive 

handling can also damage the skin, but presumably the size of bunch that 

many of us picked as children did not count as 'extensive'. Fortunately, 

Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to have forbidden this source of 

pleasure for little people. Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant 

dries, and hay that includes buttercups is safe for cows and horses to eat. 
  

Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside. 

Differing varieties range in height from small to quite tall and although at 

their peak in early summer, the golden blooms can often still be seen in mid-

autumn. Jan Struther, who wrote 'Lord of all hopefulness' also wrote a 

children's hymn entitled 'Treasure' It starts: 
 

Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold: 

           This is all the treasure we can have or hold. 
 

 Raindrops are our diamonds and the morning dew; 

 While for shining sapphires we've the speedwell blue. 
 

 These shall be our emeralds - leaves so new and green; 

 Roses make the reddest rubies ever seen. 
 

 God, who gave these treasures to your children small, 

 Teach us how to love them and grow like them all. 
 

 Make us bright as silver: make us good as gold; 

 Warm as summer roses let our hearts unfold.  
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Calendar for thought and prayer 

 

Wednesday 1 Feria   Southsea Foodbank 

Thursday 2 Feria   Archdeacon Jenny 

Friday  3 S Thomas  Bishop Matthias 

Saturday  4 Feria   Medical practices 

Sunday 5 Trinity 4  Our parish 

Monday  6 Feria   RNLI Eastney 

Tuesday 7 Feria   Local shops 

Wednesday  8 Feria   Bishop Christopher 

Thursday 9 Feria   Our community centres 

Friday  10 Feria   Neighbourhood Forums 

Saturday 11 S Benedict  All religious 

Sunday 12 Trinity 5  Our parish 

Monday  13 Feria   Funeral directors 

Tuesday 14 Feria   Emergency services 

Wednesday 15 S Swithun  Weather forecasters 

Thursday 16 Feria   All seafarers 

Friday  17 Feria   The University 

Saturday 18 Feria   The armed forces 

Sunday 19 Trinity 6  Our parish 

Monday  20 Feria   Our cathedral 

Tuesday 21 Feria   Those on furlough 

Wednesday 22 S Mary Magdalene Our churchwardens 

Thursday 23 S Bridget  European nations 

Friday  24 Feria   Holiday industry 

Saturday 25 Feria   The unemployed 

Sunday 26 S James  Our parish and people 

Monday  27 Feria   The NHS 

Tuesday 28 Feria   Our care homes 

Wednesday 29 Ss Martha and Mary Sisters of Bethany 

Thursday 30 Feria   The Queen 

Friday  31 S Ignatius of Loyola Retreat houses 

16. 

 

Funerals 

 

Sid Griffin  Portchester Crematorium 

Sylvia Tilley  Portchester Crematorium 

John Bowkett  Portchester Crematorium 

June Jones  Havant Crematorium 

Ann Axe  Milton Cemetery 

 From the Registers   

On Tuesday 7th July we remember before God all the departed of the 

month and those whose  funerals have taken place during the last month. 

MEN‘S FELLOWSHIP and LADIES GUILD  
 

Will not be meeting during this period of social isolation. 

 

200 Club results 
 

Draw no 566 drawn     

on Saturday 6 June 2020 via video link with Fr Paul 

 

1st  £15 186 Carol Sims 

2nd £11 66 John Turle  

3rd £9 192 Colin Beeston 

4th £7 139 Diana Cruikshank 

5th £5 118 Carol Sims 

 

6 monthly draw by Zoom on Sunday 21 June 2020 

 

1st £150 76 Angela Vince 

2nd £75 50 Alison Threlkeld 

3rd £40 18 Mark Hakin 

4th £25 132 David Warren-Holland 

5th £10 192 Colin Beeston 



 

JEWELLERY & JEWELLERY REPAIRS 
 

Unusual & Interesting Clocks 
 

Antique Clocks  -  Watches 
 

& Barometers 
 

Bought - Sold - Restored 
 

Watch Straps & Batteries 
Supplied & Fitted 

 
RICHARD J. BISHOPP 

145 Eastney Road 
Southsea, PO4 8DZ 
Tele: (023) 92755800 

 

THINKING OF MOVING? 

Please call for a FREE valuation 

Your local Estate Agent 

11 Milton Road 

Copnor  

023 9282 6731 

www.chinneckshaw.co.uk 

17. 

 |P|R| MOTORS 
     

    Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate 
    Milton, Portsmouth 
    Telephone: 023 9286 1455 
    MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING 
    ALL REPAIRS 
    WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS 
    MOT’s ARRANGED 
 
    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 

 |P|R| MOTORS 
     

    Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate 
    Milton, Portsmouth 
    Telephone: 023 9286 1455 
    MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING 
    ALL REPAIRS 
    WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS 
    MOT’s ARRANGED 
 
    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 



COFFEE  BEANO 
 

EAT IN- TAKE AWAY- BREAKFAST- LUNCHTIME MEALS 

7.00AM – 2.00PM 
 

We look forward to welcoming you back soon 
 

179 Eastney Road                                                       

Part of The Southern Co-operative 

The co-operative funeralcare 

 

Website    http://mgchoir.org/ 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir 

Our future concert dates are: 
 
Sunday 5 April - CANCELLED 
Sunday 14 June - CANCELLED 
Sunday 6 December - Portsmouth Guildhall 

Mr. News. . .  The sign of service at your local 
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT 

J. G. RILEY 
(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL) 

 

NEWSAGENT · CONFECTIONERY · TOBACCO 

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST  

90 LOCKSWAY ROAD  Tel: (023) 9273 1574 

Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents 

M A ELLIS  Painter and Decorator 
 

All aspects of decorating undertaken 

Internal and external work 
 

Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  Fully insured. 

    Established since 1992 

TEL 023 9271 2676 

Breve Easy 
 

The community choir for Milton and Eastney 
 

Like all other organisations is unable to meet  
but do join in on Facebook as Ally takes us  

through this period of  social isolation 

http://mgchoir.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir


 

 
 

Personal Service 
Private Chapels 
Woodland Burials 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Repatriation 
Horse Drawn Carriage 
Memorials 
24 Hour  Personal Service 
Home Visits 
 

‘LAWNSWOOD’  245 Fratton Road 
Portsmouth 023 9282 4831 

380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000 
 

 

 

St James’ Church Hall 

Milton Park Avenue 

PO4 8PG 

 

Serving Church and Community 

 

The Hall is managed and maintained by  

members of St James’ Parish Church 

 

• There is a large hall (with kitchen) on ground floor 

• A smaller hall upstairs 

• Full central heating 

• Lightweight moveable tables (6ft and 3ft) and 100 chairs 

• Kitchen for catering 

• 80 full-place meal settings available 

 

The Halls are available for: 

 

• Adult Education 

• Clubs and Societies 

• Courses 

• Exhibitions 

• Private functions 

• Sales 
 

Hire of the Halls are charged by the hour.  Rates depend on 

whether it is commercial or Club/Class let and whether it is 

a one-off or regular booking.  

 

Contact: Booking Secretary  02392  041100 


