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Brighter Homes Decor 
           Brighten up your home   

 

 PAINTING  &  DECORATING 
       INTERIOR  &  EXTERIOR 
                                

          NO JOB TOO SMALL 
                          HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
                           CLEAN, RESPECTFUL & RELIABLE 
                                

             COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

                DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

                FREE ESTIMATES 
             Telephone: 023 9237 6656  

           Mobile: 07742255337 
          

             FULLY INSURED 
 

BRANSBURY  PARK  
BUTCHERS 

 
 
                                                                      
 

 

141 
 Eastney 

Road 

Telephone  
(023)  

92734328                                                                       

OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT 
 

Private collector would be  
interested in purchasing old valve 
radios, amateur radio equipment, 
military radios, test equipment, 

spares, valves etc. 
Contact Richard Bishopp  

Tel: 023 9275 5800 
Mob: 07889613183 

‘MILTON REVIEW’ 
ADVERTISING 

 

Cost:- All for 12 issues 
Box 2.5 inches x 1.5 inches: £10.00 
Box 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches: £20.00 

Quarter Page: £30.00 
Half Page: £60.00 
Full Page: £120.00 

Advertising Manager: Mr. Roger Bannister 
Tel: 02392 041100 
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Parish Directory 
 

Parish Priest  Fr Paul Armstead   02392 732786 

   287 Milton Road PO4 8PG 

   father.paul@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Assistant Curate  Fr Hugo Deadman  02392 651456 

   102B Copnor Road PO3 5AL 

   father.hugo@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Hon Assistant Priest Fr Paul Ginever   02392 174692 
 

Choir Church  Mr Alastair Ross   07889 299078 

   choirchurch@stjamesmilton.org.uk 
 

Reader   Mr Jeff Harvey   02392 828111 

Reader   Ms Marilyn Palmer   
 

Churchwarden  Miss Stella Wansborough  02392 642386 

Churchwarden  Mr Mark Pearce   02392 426992 
 

Director of Music Mr Paul Freathy   07707 564633 

Hall bookings and magazine  

advertising  Mr Roger Bannister  02392 041100 

Magazine Treasurer Mr Peter Garner   02392 812448  
 

Church services 
 

Sunday  8.00am  Mass (said) 
   

  9.30am  Parish Mass (with Junior Church and Creche) 
   

  11.30am  Holy Baptism (first Sunday of month) 

  6.30pm  Evensong 
 

Weekdays Tuesday  7.00pm  Mass (said) 

  Wednesday 10.00am  Mass (said) 

  Friday  Noon   Mass (said) first in month   
 

Morning Prayer at 8.30am, Evening Prayer at 5.30pm (6.30pm on Tuesday) in the  

St Cross Chapel every weekday  
 

Baptism (Christening), Banns and Wedding arrangements should be made on 

Saturdays between 9.30am and 10.30am in the Church  
 

Please visit our  Website www.stjamesmilton.org.uk 

  Facebook  www.facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUk   
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Caring for God’s World 

 

I have been a member of the National Trust now for 25 years (at least). Some 

years I have used the card to get my money’s worth and others I haven’t. 

When I lived in Dorset, there were lots of NT car parks and so it was useful 

then. And whilst away on sabbatical, it came in useful in the North East of 

England too. But then are years when I will not have had cause to take it out 

of my wallet at all. That does not bother me, I rate the cause of membership 

more important than using it to its monetary value and more. 

 

The National Trust was founded in January 1895, 125 years ago, to ‘promote 

the permanent preservation for the benefit of the nation of lands and tenements 

(including buildings) of beauty or historic interest and as regards lands for their 

natural aspect features, animal and plant life.’ This concern for our world raises 

an important question at the start of this New Year: Why should we care for 

our planet? 

 

The first reason is that God told us to care for his creation, as good stewards, 

not abusing it for selfish ends: ‘Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our 

image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ (Genesis 1.26).  

 

Secondly, the material world matters to God, for he made it ‘very 

good’ (Genesis 1:31) and sustains it all the time: ‘in him all things hold 

together’ (Colossians 1:17). To neglect or spoil the environment is damaging 

what is precious to God. 

 

Thirdly, at the end of time the cosmos will be re-created as the ‘new heavens 

and new earth’ (Revelation 21:1). This will establish the fullness of life that God 

intended for His whole creation; when He will dwell with His people and all 

creation will worship Him. 

 

There are lots of simple ways in which we set about caring for our world this 

year eg. walking to church, switching the TV off stand-by, insulating our 

homes, driving a smaller car or cutting down of eating meat. The hope of a 

renewed creation doesn’t mean abandoning such simple actions today. ‘If I 

knew Jesus would return tomorrow, I would plant a tree today.’(Martin Luther).  

 

Happy New Year!      Fr Paul 
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Parish Priest’s jottings 

 

Parish Christmas card 

 

Thank you to all who helped deliver so many of these around the parish. 

Most of the 11000 were delivered in time for our Christmas 

celebrations. A most wonderful effort and passing of greetings to those 

in our parish. I have received comments from those who have received 

them thanking us for them. Well done! 

 

Mass times this month 

 

Masses are at the usual times on the usual days this month. There will no 

mass on the first Friday as the first parish lunch of 2020 is not until 

February. 

 

Roberts Centre Foodbank 

 

Please place dried, non perishable or tinned ‘in date’ contributions  in the 

box provided in the Welcome Area. Also toiletries, nappies and the like 

are most useful for the Centre. Thanks to Lynn Netting and Lorry 

Brown who then delivers our collection each month.  
 

Walsingham Pilgrimage 2020 
 

It is never too soon to start thinking about our 2020 Pilgrimage. Next 

year we will be going from Friday 25 September and return on Monday 

28 September. The estimated cost per person is £260 (three nights full 

board and transport). If you would like to go then please could you sign 

the list on the noticeboard and pass your initial deposit of £10 to Bridget 

Wade. A second deposit of £20 will be payable at the beginning of next 

year and the full balance one month before the Pilgrimage. 
 

If you have any questions or would like to know more, then please speak 

to Fr Paul or one of the pilgrims who have been before. It is a wonderful 

place and time. 
 

200 club 
 

It is now time for the annual subscription payments, Sandra tells me, and 
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could all payments be made by cheque please. This enables a proper paper 

trail to be maintained. Subscriptions are due on January 1st. Due to the deaths 

of some members we have plenty of numbers to be sold, so speak to Sandra 

about joining or taking out additional numbers. 

 

It is a valuable fund raiser for us (and a chance to win too) and the funds are 

used for major expenditure on the Halls part of our building. So please do 

think about joining. 

 

The Epiphany 

 

falls on Sunday 5 January and that enables us to have a procession of Kings and 

their gifts at the Parish Mass that day.  

 

Monthly requiem mass 

 

when we commemorate the recently departed and those whose anniversaries 

fall in the month of January will be on Tuesday 7 January at 7pm. Please do 

come to this opportunity of prayer if you wish to remember a loved one for 

this month. 

 

Craft Club 

 

meets for the first time this month on Friday 3 January at 2pm. 

 

Singercise 

 

Resumes after its Christmas break on Thursday 2 January at 11.30am. One of 

many answers I am told to the New Year’s resolutions.  

 

Coffee morning 

 

The first coffee morning of the year is on Wednesday 15 January from 

10.45am. Please do support this. 

 

Candlemas (Presentation of Christ) 

 

is going to be celebrated on Sunday 2 February and the 9.30am Parish Mass 

will start in the Hall that morning. 
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Healing ministries 

 

The laying on of hands and the sacrament of anointing are available on 

Sunday 19 January after the 9.30am Parish Mass in the Lady Chapel, or in the 

Nave if you would prefer not to take the steps into the Chapel. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 

There are two services happening within this week locally.  

 

On Sunday 19 January at 3pm at Trinity Methodist Church, all the churches 

are gathering for an ecumenical service and we are all invited to share in this 

time and also the tea and cake afterwards. Please come and celebrate what 

we have in common because of our baptism. 

 

On Wednesday 22 January at 2.30pm at the House of Bethany, the Sisters 

will be holding their service. See the poster on the noticeboard for details. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

Is on Monday 3 February at 9am. Please sign the list if you would like to 

come which you will find at the back of church. 

. 

**************************** 

 
Any old ties? 

 

At the Ladies Guild recently we had a speaker who told us all about the 

Purple Community Fund.  this is a charity that helps people living on the 

rubbish dumps in the Philippines. They are taught to make things which are 

sold internationally. Amongst the items that they make are handbags made of 

men’s ties. So, if there are any spare/unused ties that nobody wants, could 

they bring them into me, and I will pass them on. 
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Facing both ways 

 

January gets its name from the Roman god Janus, the god of beginnings and 

transitions, of gates and doorways. Traditionally Janus had two faces, one 

looking to the past and one to the future. It reminds us that as we start a 

new year we can look back to the past with gratitude and to the future 

with expectation. 

 

In his hymn, ‘How good is the God we adore’, Joseph Hart (1712-1768) speaks 

about God as our faithful, unchangeable friend and finishes with this beauti-

ful thought: ‘We’ll praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that’s 

to come.’ This seems to be a good pasture to take as we enter 2020. 

 

First, we can look back on the year that is gone and give thanks for all the 

blessings that we have experienced. Thankfulness is really a choice. None of 

us will have had a perfect year, and many of us will have had some dark 

days indeed, but if we look carefully enough, we will see that there were 

also many wonderful days and golden moments. Let’s choose to focus on 

those and to acknowledge the work of God in our lives. For what are you 

grateful as you look back to 2019? 

 

Second, we can put our faith in God for all that is to come. None of us 

know the future. We will have our hopes and our dreams, and have made 

our plans for the year ahead, but no-one can guarantee they will come to 

pass. There will be surprises for sure, both good (we never expected that!) 

and bad (I didn’t see that coming!). How wonderful then to have a God 

who knows the future and in whose hands we are safe, no matter what 

comes to pass. Let’s choose to place our trust in Him as 2020 unfolds. 

What are you most looking forward to as you peer ahead of you this year? 

 

Enjoy each day as it comes 

 

Is your diary for 2020 already filling up?  That is fine, but also bear in mind 

what has been called ‘the sacrament of the present moment.’ 

 

That is what the 17th century French Jesuit and spiritual writer Pere Jean-

Pierre de Caussade called it.  He wrote:  The present moment holds infinite 

riches, but you will only enjoy them to the extent of your faith and love.  

The will of God is manifest in each moment, an immense ocean which the 

heart only fathoms in so far as it overflows with faith, trust and love.”   
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So this year, try and live your life a day at a time.  You can’t change the 

past, yesterday is history; and you can’t live in the future, tomorrow is 

mystery. The present is really all you have.    

 

When Jesus spoke about God, He always spoke about Him being where 

we are, in the here and now.  He is our Father, our vine, our Shepherd, 

and His Spirit wants to walk with us each day. 

 

When we found Antarctica 

 

It was 200 years ago, on the 27th and 30th of January 1820, that Antarctica 

was discovered.  A Russian expedition sighted the Fimbul Ice Shelf, but 

not land.  Three days later a captain in the British Royal Navy sighted the 

Trinity Peninsula. 

 

Neither of these achievements is totally beyond dispute, mainly because 

of the difficulty of distinguishing between snow-covered land, islands, ice-

bergs and ice shelves. 

 

Russian Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen, using English books and charts 

stemming from his hero James Cook, who first circumnavigated the conti-

nent, led a Russian expedition which had considerable success but was 

largely ignored on his return. He definitely came within 20 miles of the 

Antarctic mainland and should have been able to see it. 

 

Three days later Briton Edward Bransfield, searching waters south of the 

South Shetlands with William Smith, had the first confirmed sighting of the 

Antarctic land mass – snow-topped mountains – and in November the 

same year American Nathaniel Palmer, part of a sealing fleet, also claimed 

a sighting. Another sealer, John Davis, from Connecticut but born in Sur-

rey, was probably the first to land on the Antarctic, in 1821.  

 

The same year, von Bellingshausen came south again and became the sec-

ond sailor after Cook to circumnavigate the continent. Russia remained 

unimpressed. 
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All in the month of JANUARY 

 

It was: 

 

200 years ago, on 27th and 30th Jan 1820 that Antarctica was discovered.  A 

Russian expedition sighted the Fimbul Ice Shelf, but not land.  Three days later a 

captain in the British Royal Navy sighted the Trinity Peninsula. 

 

125 years ago, on 12th Jan 1895 that the National Trust was founded (as the 

National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty). 

 

80 years ago, on 8th Jan 1940 that food rationing began in Britain (bacon, butter 

and sugar).  

 

75 years ago, on 2nd Jan 1945 that the British RAF and US Army Air Force 

bombed the city of Nuremburg, destroying 90% of its medieval centre within 

one hour. 

 

Also 75 years ago, on 16th Jan 1945 that Adolf Hitler took up residence in the 

Fuhrerbunker, a subterranean bunker complex in the garden of the Reich 

Chancellery in Berlin.  It became the headquarters of the Nazi regime until Hit-

ler committed suicide there in April. 

 

70 years ago, on 26th Jan 1950 that India became an independent republic. Presi-

dent Rajendra Prasad replaced King George VI as head of state.  This day is 

now marked as Republic Day in India. 

 

50 years ago, on 22nd Jan 1970 that the Boeing 747 ‘Jumbo Jet’ went into service 

on its first regularly scheduled commercial flight, from New York to London. 

 

20 years ago, on 1st Jan 2000, the calendar switched over to the year 2000, with 

no major computer problems from the so-called Y2K ‘Millennium Bug’. 

 

Also 20 years ago, on 31st Jan 2000, British family doctor Harold Shipman was 

jailed for life for murdering 15 of his patients.  He is thought to have killed at 

least 215 patients, making him Britain’s worst-ever serial killer. 

 

10 years ago, on 4th Jan 2010 the Burj Khalifa in Dubai opened.  It is the world’s 

tallest structure, at 2,722 feet (829.8 metres). 
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Calendar for thought and prayer 

 

Wednesday 1 Naming of the Lord Our parish 

Thursday 2 Ss Basil and Gregory The Roberts Centre 

Friday  3 Feria   Our University 

Saturday  4 Feria   Our choir and servers 

Sunday  5 Epiphany of the Lord Holy Spirit parish 

Monday  6 Feria   Our parish schools 

Tuesday  7 Feria   The faithful departed 

Wednesday 8 Feria   Those to be baptised 

Thursday 9 Feria   Hope House 

Friday  10 Feria   Local doctors and vets 

Saturday  11 Feria   Our churchwardens 

Sunday  12 Baptism of the Lord Our parish 

Monday  13 S Hilary   Diocese of Ho 

Tuesday  14 Feria   Migrants and refugees 

Wednesday 15 Feria   Uniformed organisations 

Thursday 16 Feria   Our diocese 

Friday  17 S Antony  Our deanery 

Friday  18 Feria   Eastney Free Evangelical 

Sunday  19 Epiphany 2  Christian Unity 

Monday  20 Feria   Eastney Methodist 

Tuesday  21 S Agnes   Salvation Army 

Wednesday 22 Feria   Langstone Fellowship 

Thursday 23 Feria   United Reformed Church 

Friday  24 S Francis de Sales  Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

Saturday  25 Conversion of S Paul Sisters of Bethany 

Sunday  26 Epiphany 3  Choir Church project 

Monday  27 Feria   Our MPs 

Tuesday  28 S Thomas Aquinas Portsmouth Pathway 

Wednesday 29 Feria   European Union 

Thursday 30 Charles, King and Martyr Our Queen 

Friday  31 S John Bosco  Homeless 
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Smile lines 

 

Collecting 

 

An employee asked her boss if he would advance her a few pounds of next 

month’s wages, and gave the reason as follows: “You see our minister at 

church is leaving, and we are collecting money so that we can give him a 

little ‘momentum’.” 

 

Zebra 

 

Little James, aged four, was looking at a picture book.  When he came to a 

picture of a zebra, his mother asked him what animal that might be.  Jimmy 

thought for a moment and then replied: “That’s a horse who has eaten 

genetically modified corn.” 

 

Quick 

 

A young husband was in big trouble when he forgot his wedding anniver-

sary. His wife told him, "Tomorrow there better be something in the 

driveway for me that goes from zero to 200 in two seconds flat". 

 

The next morning the wife found a small package in the driveway. She 

opened it and found brand-new bathroom scales.    

 

Noah  

 

When Noah sailed the waters blue,  

he had his troubles same as you.   

For 40 days he drove the Ark  

before he found a place to park… 

 

Where babies come from 

 

For weeks a six-year old lad kept telling his teacher about the baby broth-

er or sister that was expected at his house.  Then one day the mother 

allowed the boy to feel the movements of the unborn child.  The six-year 

old was obviously impressed but made no comment. Furthermore, he 

stopped telling his teacher about the impending event.  
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The teacher finally took the little boy aside one day, and asked: "James, 

whatever has become of that baby brother or sister you were expecting at 

home?"  James burst into tears and confessed, "I think Mummy ate it!" 

 

Paying the Debt  

 

Blessings on thee, little man, barefoot boy with cheeks of tan, 

Trudging down a dusty lane with no thought of future pain. 

You’re our one and only bet to absorb our National Debt. 

 

Little man with cares so few, we’ve got lots of faith in you. 

Guard each merry whistled tune, you are apt to need it soon. 

Have your fun, boy, while you can, you may be a barefoot man! 

 

Weighed down 

 

After the Christmas and New Year festivities, the wife gingerly crept onto 

her bathroom scales to weigh herself.  She pulled a sad face. Her husband 

asked:  “What’s the matter?  Are you overweight?” 

 

“Well, not if I was six inches taller.” 

 

Why Universities would never give God a job 

 

1.  He had only one major publication.  

2.  It was in Hebrew and Greek.  

3.  It had no references.  

4.  It wasn't published in a refereed journal.  

5.  Some even doubt He wrote it by Himself.  

6.  It may be true that He created the world, but what has He done since 

then?  

7.  The scientific community has had a hard time replicating His results.  

8.  He rarely came to class, just told students to read the book.  

9.  Some say He had His Son teach the class.  

10. He expelled His first two students.  

11. Although there were only 10 requirements, all of His students failed 

His test.  

12. His office hours were infrequent and usually held on a mountain top.  
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High Days and Holy Days for January   

 

8 January - St Nathalan: an early farmer in Scotland 

 

Many saints have fed the poor, but not many were interested in actual food 

production.  Nathalan (died c.678) was, so perhaps he might be the patron 

saint of anyone who produces food – and gives most of it away to those in 

need.    

 

Scotland in the 7th century must have been a hungry place, especially as far 

north as the Aberdeen district.   In any case, according to his Legend in the 

Aberdeen breviary, Nathalan was a nobleman who decided to cultivate his 

land as a way of serving God.  He wanted to feed the people in times of 

famine.  It is not known what food he managed to grow so far north, but 

Nathalan was well-loved for providing what he could.   

 

11 January Mary Slessor of Calabar 

 

Courage, vision and leadership are found in the most unlikely of places. 

 

Mary Slessor was born in December 1848 into a wretchedly poor family.  Her 

father was an alcoholic who lost his job as a shoemaker. Mary was the second 

of seven children, and in 1859 they moved from Aberdeen into the fetid slums 

of Dundee.  Her father and mother worked in the mills, and Mary joined them 

there when she turned 11. 

 

When Mary’s father and both brothers died of pneumonia, Mary’s mother 

struggled on to keep Mary and her two sisters alive.  By the time Mary was 14 

she was doing a 12-hour day as a jute maker. 

 

But life was not all drudgery.  Mary’s mother was a devout Christian who read 

the family Bible to her daughters, and also the Missionary Record, a monthly 

publication from the United Presbyterian Church.  The stories of the 

missionaries captivated Mary.  When she heard that David Livingstone, the 

great missionary explorer, had died, she decided that she would follow in his 

footsteps.  She wanted to devote her life to taking the gospel to Africa. She 

was 25.  

 

In August 1876 the Presbyterians sent her out to Calabar, Nigeria, an area 

where no European had ever yet set foot.  With her red hair and blue eyes, 
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Mary grabbed attention wherever she went, but despite recurring illness and 

constant danger, Mary settled happily among the tribes. She learned their 

traditions, quickly becoming fluent in their language, Efik.  Soon she won the 

confidence of their tribal leaders.  She taught their children and was soon 

determined to put an end to some of their barbaric practises, such as the 

killing of twins (whom they thought were evil). 

 

Over the years Mary put an end to many witchcraft practises, and she 

adopted every twin child she found abandoned.  And she talked endlessly 

about Jesus Christ, the passion of her life. 

 

Mary was tough – she made long trips through the jungles and took canoes 

up remote rivers.  When her shoes gave out, she went barefoot.  Her great 

passion was to go to ‘the regions beyond’ with the Gospel.  She thrived in 

places and among people who would have terrified most women in her day.   

 

It has been written of her: ‘Practically singlehanded she tamed and 

transformed three pagan communities in succession. It is a question if the 

career of any other woman missionary has been marked by so many strange 

adventures, daring feats, signal providences, and wonderful 

achievements." (Dr Robert H. Glover, The Progress of World-Wide Missions.) 

 

When in 1901 Southern Nigeria became a British Protectorate, Mary was 

appointed the first ever female Magistrate in the British Empire.  She became 

a skilful diplomatic emissary.  

 

She was known for saying:  "It is not Mary Slessor, but God and our united 

prayers that have brought the blessings to Calabar. Christ shall have all the 

honour and glory for the multitudes saved." 

 

When she finally died of fever in January 1915 the native Christian girls and 

women wept bitterly: “Our mother is dead. Everybody's mother has left us.” 

 

Mary Slessor once wrote to a friend who had long prayed for her: "I have 

always said that I have no idea how or why God has carried me over so many 

funny and hard places, and made these hordes of people submit to me, or 

why the Government should have given me the privilege of a Magistrate 

among them, except in answer to prayer made at home for me. It is all 

beyond my comprehension.” 
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Father Hugo writes …  

 

I’ve loved my first six months at St James’.  Every day I’ve learned something 

new – and every day I’ve had to relearn something I thought I knew.   

 

Nowhere has that been more vividly demonstrated than in the sessions 

Father Paul and I run for children from local schools.  We often talk for a bit 

– but most of the time is spent in question and answer sessions. And the 

questions are often very searching indeed:  “Is God real?”, “Do you to go to 

Church to be a good Christian?” “What’s your favourite parable and why?”.  

They force me to re-evaluate what I thought I knew – and really get reflect 

on what I truly believe.   

 

In last month’s Milton Review I wrote about how I was thinking of establishing 

something which captured the spirit and spirituality of our annual pilgrimage 

to Walsingham.  This would be both for people who love England’s 

Nazareth – and those who just want a safe space to listen, explore and 

reflect.  I’m very grateful for the thoughts people have had about this idea.  

 

So for each of the next six months I’m going to host a short session.  I won’t 

lead in any conventional sense – as I want to listen and learn from you as 

much as anything.  We can think about what we know – and what we might 

see afresh.  

 

For the first three months we’ll reflect on three different aspects of our 

pilgrimage:  sprinkling, healing and Stations of the Cross.  We can think 

about what they mean to us, air our doubts, problems or even what we 

love.  Each session will begin with a short service relating to what we’re 

going to think about.  They might end with a cup of tea and a slice of cake!   

 

Then in the second quarter of the year I’d like to run three sessions on the 

mass – and think about what it means to each of us.  This will be especially 

helpful to me since these will be the months before I will, God willing, be 

ordained priest at the Cathedral.  I’d like to walk with you towards this 

pretty momentous event.   

 

I’m still thinking about the best time, date and location – so keep your eye 

on the pew sheet for more details soon.   

 

Fr Hugo 
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Blotting my copy book 
 

Do you remember the start of term at school, when you were given new 

exercise books to write in? Did you love the feel of those books that were 

still unworn and unspoilt.  Did you try to write your name and the subject 

on the front page with your very best handwriting.  
 

This wasn’t easy, as you probably used to write with pen and ink and the 

nibs were very temperamental. It was easy to put too much ink on the nib, 

then when you started writing it would make a big blotch on the clean page. 

Another book spoilt on the first page! Needless to say, it got worse as the 

term progressed and the once pristine book became messier and more dog

-eared. 
 

Do you have a similar feeling every time we come to the start of a new 

year. January seems to be filled with promise of change and doing better.  

It’s a lot like the clean slate of a new exercise book. Surely, we won’t make 

the same mistakes as we did last year? Full of good intentions we start 

again, but guess what? It isn’t long before we have made the same mistakes 

again and blotted our copy book once more. 
 

Although 20/20 vision describes perfect eyesight, not many of us have it. 

And although the year 2020 will begin with the hope of doing better than 

we did in 2019 the reality is that before the month is out, we will have 

failed again. We are imperfect people and we make mistakes 
 

Two things give us hope, however. First that God is able and willing to for 

forgive us, so that our sins can be washed away, and we can be clean again. 

Second, that He is also able and willing to help us change, to give us the 

power we need to overcome our besetting sins. We cannot change 

ourselves, but God can. And no matter how often we fail, He is infinitely 

patient with us. 
 

Cup of tea?  Which one? 
 

Traditional tea drinkers are becoming something of a dying breed, as 

‘generation Z’ is opting more for herbal equivalents and coffee.    
 

In the year to May 2019, Britons drank 330 million fewer cups of black tea 

than they drank in 2018.  So says a study by Unilever, which owns PG Tips.  

PG Tips recently lost its position as Britain’s best-selling tea brand to 

Twinings, which has a range of herbal teas as well as traditional ones.   
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Baptism 
 

Ava Persaud 

Ryan Chandler 

Todd Warner 
 

Funeral 
 

Sylvia Jenkins   Porchester Crematorium 

Joseph Randall    Milton Cemetery 

 From the Registers 

On Tuesday 7th January here will be a requiem mass when we   

remember  before God all the departed of the month and those  whose  

funerals have taken place during the last month. 

Ladies Guild in January  
 

8th January Bring and Buy with a Quiz 
 

15th January Women at War 1914-1918, and 1939-1945 
 

22nd January Secrets of Paris Part 1 
 

29th January Words and Music 2 
 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and all are most welcome. 

200 Club results 
 

Draw no 559 drawn     Draw made at the  

on Sunday 24 November 2019   Christmas Bazaar 

 

1st  £15 33 E Scott   £150 51  L Britton 

2nd £11 14 B Cook   £75 11 C Maton 

3rd £9 116 M Pearce  £40 140 T Leonard 

4th £7 190 M Donnachaidh  £25 114 L Wynne 

5th £5 144 G Stidolph  £10 159 H Tallack 



 

JEWELLERY & JEWELLERY REPAIRS 
 

Unusual & Interesting Clocks 
 

Antique Clocks  -  Watches 
 

& Barometers 
 

Bought - Sold - Restored 
 

Watch Straps & Batteries 
Supplied & Fitted 

 
RICHARD J. BISHOPP 

145 Eastney Road 
Southsea, PO4 8DZ 
Tele: (023) 92755800 

 

THINKING OF MOVING? 

Please call for a FREE valuation 

Your local Estate Agent 

11 Milton Road 

Copnor  

023 9282 6731 

www.chinneckshaw.co.uk 

17. 

 |P|R| MOTORS 
     

    Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate 
    Milton, Portsmouth 
    Telephone: 023 9286 1455 
    MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING 
    ALL REPAIRS 
    WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS 
    MOT’s ARRANGED 
 
    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 

 |P|R| MOTORS 
     

    Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate 
    Milton, Portsmouth 
    Telephone: 023 9286 1455 
    MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING 
    ALL REPAIRS 
    WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS 
    MOT’s ARRANGED 
 
    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 



COFFEE  BEANO 
 

EAT IN- TAKE AWAY- BREAKFAST- LUNCHTIME MEALS 

7.00AM – 2.00PM 

 
 

 179 Eastney Road    Free WiFi      02392 177584                                                      

Part of The Southern Co-operative 

The co-operative funeralcare 

 

Website    http://mgchoir.org/ 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir 

Our future concert dates are: 
 

14th June 2020 - Portsmouth Guildhall 

Mr. News. . .  The sign of service at your local 
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT 

J. G. RILEY 
(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL) 

 

NEWSAGENT · CONFECTIONERY · TOBACCO 

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST  

90 LOCKSWAY ROAD  Tel: (023) 9273 1574 

Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents 

 M A ELLIS  Painter and Decorator 
 

All aspects of decorating undertaken 

Internal and external work 
 

Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  Fully insured. 

    Established since 1992 

TEL 023 9271 2676 

Mobile 07748 526551  E Mail mellispainter@outlook.com 

Breve Easy 
 

The community choir for Milton and Eastney 
 

 Milton Village Hall 
 

Every Wednesday 6-7pm 
 

All welcome 

http://mgchoir.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MiltonGleeChoir


 

 
 

Personal Service 
Private Chapels 
Woodland Burials 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Repatriation 
Horse Drawn Carriage 
Memorials 
24 Hour  Personal Service 
Home Visits 
 

‘LAWNSWOOD’  245 Fratton Road 
Portsmouth 023 9282 4831 

380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000 
 

 

 

St James’ Church Hall 

Milton Park Avenue 

PO4 8PG 

 

Serving Church and Community 

 

The Hall is managed and maintained by  

members of St James’ Parish Church 

 

• There is a large hall (with kitchen) on ground floor 

• A smaller hall upstairs 

• Full central heating 

• Lightweight moveable tables (6ft and 3ft) and 100 chairs 

• Kitchen for catering 

• 80 full-place meal settings available 

 

The Halls are available for: 

 

• Adult Education 

• Clubs and Societies 

• Courses 

• Exhibitions 

• Private functions 

• Sales 
 

Hire of the Halls are charged by the hour.  Rates depend on 

whether it is commercial or Club/Class let and whether it is 

a one-off or regular booking.  

 

Contact: Booking Secretary  02392  041100 


