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Church services
Sunday

8.00am
9.30am
11.30am
6.30pm

Weekdays

Tuesday

Mass (said) with homily
Parish Mass (with Junior Church and Creche)
Holy Baptism (first Sunday of month)
Evensong (with Benediction on first Sunday)

Wednesday
Friday

2.00pm
7.00pm
10.00am
Noon

Mass at Hartford Court
Mass (said)
Mass (said)
Mass (said) first in month

I came too slowly to the sound of Slade and ‘It’s Christmas’ blaring out of a
shop across the road. I am cold, mind numbingly cold. I can’t feel my feet or
legs, my fingers are tingling in pain. My body aches and is so stiff from the
concrete floor even though I was sitting propped up against a wall in an
office doorway between two shops on an old sleeping bag with a dirty damp
blanket wrapped around me.
It’s raining, a steady drizzle coming down driven by a wind strong enough to
slant into the doorway. I look at my feet and see that my jeans and boots
are soaking wet. I reach out shivering violently to touch my legs under my
jeans and find that I cannot sense my fingers touching my skin. Even though
my legs are soaking wet I cannot feel them and worry how I will be able to
stand when I need to move.
I am hungry, my stomach grumbling from being empty. There is a coffee
shop next door and think what would I give for a nice hot strong cup of
coffee. I can’t buy one as I do not have £2.60, at best I have about 60p. I
have nothing, literally nothing apart from what I am wearing plus a blanket
and an old sleeping bag, a penknife, some coins and a photograph. The
photograph is my most precious possession. It’s of my daughter when she
was five, taken about four years ago when life was so different. My boots
are new, as in new to me. I took them off Tom a couple of weeks ago. He
was dead at the time. I don’t know why he had died only that he was fine
when he went to sleep near me and that in the night he woke me struggling
for breath and then just sighed and stopped breathing. He was 56 though he
would have passed for mid 70’s to look at. I cried real tears as I removed
them as he was a friend, as much as you have friends on the streets. I knew
old Tom would not mind as he couldn’t use them anymore.

Morning Prayer at 8.30am and Evening Prayer at 5.30pm is said on
weekdays (except Thursdays) in the St Cross Chapel.

A family walked by, a young girl was carrying a bag out of which poked a
large Lego set of the Millennium Falcon. I knew it cost about £150. What l
could do with that money, I thought, food and clothes from a charity shop
to start with? The little girl stared at me. I tried to smile at her.

Baptism (Christening), Banns and Wedding arrangements should be made
on Saturdays between 9.30am and 10.30am in the Church

‘Come on Isabel, don’t stare at that dirty drug addict,’ said her mother.
‘What’s a drug addict?’ she asked as they dragged her away.

Please visit our Website
Facebook

www.stjamesmilton.org.uk
www.facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUk
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I wanted to shout, ‘I am not a drug addict.’ I had never taken drugs, although
had breathed some dope others had smoked. I didn’t smoke which was just
as well as could never afford any cigarettes. My eyes filled with tears as the
unfairness of my situation hit me. Why are people so uncaring, cruel even. I
2

cannot help thinking on why I am adrift on the street. If anyone walked in
my shoes they would be in the same state. I felt myself drifting off to sleep,
cold, so cold.
My own childhood had been a disaster, abandoned after my mother fled my
abusive father. She gave me up for adoption but that meant living in
institutional homes with hard uncaring carers. I was kicked out at 16 to
make my own way in life.
I thought back to when I had a job, not well paid but a job. I was married to
Sally and we had a little girl, Lucy. Everything was fine albeit tight. Then the
company went broke, I was out of a job. We had no savings as such as we
could just about make ends meet. The job centre tried to help me get a job
but there was little around and it took weeks before any money came
through. We had to revert to the indignity of using a food bank. I did get a
job but it was zero hours at a warehouse. Immediately my benefits were
stopped. Things were fine for first two weeks or so, and then I was
informed that I would not be needed for the rest of the week. It was
Wednesday so no earnings for two days. This continued getting more
erratic, so l looked for another job. The pattern repeated and the stresses
of no money ended with Sally taking off with Lucy when l was out, going
back to her parents. I was refused access to Lucy and Sally’s parents made it
very clear I was no longer welcome or to even make contact. After that l
admittedly turned to drink, but within a couple of months I was forced to
leave my council flat. I was homeless, and once homeless I found I could not
get a job or any payments from the DSS.
A light was flashing in my eyes. I tried to open them but my tears had frozen
them shut. I groaned in pain. I felt someone gently put a warm cloth on my
eyes so that I could open them. I saw two angels kneeling in front of me
until one spoke, ‘He’s alive Mary’. The angels were two people.
‘What’s your name, mate?’ asked the male.
I tried to answer, ‘B.B.B.B.en, I stuttered.
‘Come with us Ben, we have a shelter for you. Would you like that?’
I nodded. I didn’t care where they took me or did with me, I had lost all
hope.
I was led away with Slade still belting out at volume ‘It’s Christmas’, and
helped to a shelter nearby where I was given a hot cup of soup but my
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hands could not grip the mug so Mary helped me slowly drink it down. I felt
the warmth erupt inside my throat and stomach.
‘Why are you doing this for me?’ I asked.
The answer was simply, ‘because we can and He loves you.’
They told me that they were from the local churches working together to
help the homeless. I was taken to a church where I was helped to shower,
given new clothes although I managed to keep old Tom’s boots. I was fed
and given a medical check up.
I was given an envelope and inside was a Christmas card, my first for four
years and a voucher to spend on myself. I cried. I took out my picture of
Lucy and I cried myself to sleep looking at her sweet little face. I sensed I
would now be helped to start a new life through the church. Maybe one day
I might even be reunited with my Lucy.
********
If you would like to help at Christmas then buy a Christmas card(s) for a
homeless person and put in a £5 voucher for them. Maybe you would like to
volunteer this Christmas to help the local churches in the diocese helping
the homeless. If you would, then please let your church warden or priest
know.
*************************************

Parish Priest’s jottings
Friday Mass/Parish Lunch
The next one is on Friday 2 November. There is a requiem mass at 12 noon
and lunch is from 12.30pm. All are welcome to one or both.
Craft club

meets on Friday 2 November from 2pm.
All Souls-tide Memorial Service
Our annual service for All Souls is on Sunday 4 November at 4pm when we
remember before God those loved ones, family and friends, who have died
either in the last year or at any other time. Letters of invitation are also sent
to the families of those whose funerals the ministry team have conducted in
the last year.
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A service of words and music with the opportunity to remember before
God our loved ones and give thanks, light a candle and be still.
We are all are invited to this most poignant of services and so do mention
this to others.
Roberts Centre

for those who would like to receive them for themselves and/or others.
PCC
meets on Tuesday 20 November after mass.
Holy Spirit Church Christmas Table Top Sale

Please bring items and place in the box provided and only non-perishable
goods please and also they must be ‘in date’. Thanks to Lynn and Lorry
who then deliver our collection each month.
Men‘s Fellowship
meets next on 5 November in the RMA Club at 7pm. If attending please
put your name on the list at the back of the Church for catering purposes.
There will be a talk given by The Pompey Pals on Portsmouth’s First
World War heroes and their legacy.
Remembrance Sunday (NOTE A TIME CHANGE)
The 10.00am Parish Mass on November 11th will be a Requiem Mass
commemorating the sacrifice of the fallen. We will move to the Graveyard
for the Act of Remembrance at 11am by the Poppy Wave created by the
Portsmouth 5th Scout Group.
Christmas Bazaar
will be upon us on Saturday 17 November and opens at 10.30am. There
will be boxes in church for donations leading up to the day and if we all
brought something such as a bottle and/or toiletries etc then we would be
well stocked.
Christmas Draw tickets are now on sale and there are a number of prizes
including a cash prize of £100. Please sell as many as you can.

But most importantly, we all need to be at the event itself to welcome and
share our time and space with our community. Money raised is important
but the interaction with our fellow parishioners is our key work.
Healing

is on Saturday 24 November. Please support this if you can.
St James Table Top Sale
is on Saturday 1 December from 10am. If you would like a table then please
contact Netta or Stella.
RNLI carol service
For the first time for a number of years, the RNLI annual Christmas Carol
Service is being held at St James on Sunday 2 December at 3pm and
promises to be a most uplifting start to our Christmas preparations.
St John’s College Chapel Choir
will be joining us on the evening of Sunday 9 December when, at 6pm, they
will be leading a service of carols and words for Christmas. As we found
last year, it is a wonderful gift for us and way to mark the season.
Parish Christmas cards
The parish Christmas card which we distribute around the parish will be
available towards the end of the month. With nearly 11,000 dwellings in the
parish, we will hopefully have enough cards for each one.
Please can we have as much help as possible to deliver them and the first
event listed is the Carol Service by St John’s and so they need to be
delivered before Sunday 9 December please.
Church Homeless Action
The annual appeal for the Christmas voucher scheme has been launched
and contributions should be made according to the details on the poster or
leaflets at the back of church.

The ministry of healing – the laying on of hands and anointing – will be
available in the Lady Chapel after the Parish Mass on Sunday 18 November
5.
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Walsingham Pilgrimage 2019

friends from St Margaret's, now at Holy Spirit.

It is never too soon to start thinking about our 2019 Pilgrimage. Next year
we will be going from Friday 20 September and return on Monday 23
September. The estimated cost per person is £250 (three nights full board
and transport). If you would like to go then please could you sign the list on
the noticeboard and pass your initial deposit of £10 to Heather Harfield. A
second deposit of £20 will be payable at the beginning of next year and the
full balance one month before the Pilgrimage.

You stick yellow labels on yourself and your mode of transport and carry a
yellow card to be signed at each church you visit. Each of the participating
churches has a yellow form which you sign in turn. In both cases you put
the time. Thus the organisers can check that your claims are true. Here are
the churches I managed to visit, in the order I visited them. If you trace
them on a map you will see that I had been careful to chose the shortest
and most economical route for my itinerary. Of course, only participating
churches are included, and we wish that more Southsea churches would
join in, and that some who formerly participated would come back. The list
is: The Church of the Holy Spirit, Trinity Methodist, St Simon's,
Portsmouth Cathedral, St George's, St John's R.C. Cathedral, All Saints, St
Faith's, St Mary's, St Wilfred's, St Cuthbert's, and finally home to St James',
Milton. After St Mary's I paused to check my battery. I had no wish to end
up ignominiously stranded on Copnor Bridge, but the gauge was green and
bright so I risked it and completed the north loop round Kingston
Cemetery. The welcome you get varies. Some churches are shut with just
the yellow form pinned to the door; in some you find light refreshments
with the form unattended in the porch; at others you get a warm welcome,
offers of tea, coffee and directions to the loos.

If you have any questions or would like to know more, then please speak to
Fr Paul or one of the pilgrims who have been before. It is a wonderful place
and time.
Ride & Stride

***********************************

Brenda would like to thank everyone who helped to make the Second
Saturday in September 2018 a success in every sense.
First of all, thank you to the 37 sponsors who between them promised
(either before or after the event) £237 to the funds of the Hampshire and
the Islands Historic Churches Trust. And this was before Gift Aid had been
added to the donations of those who ticked the right box. When all the cash
has been counted, half of what I raised will be returned to my church of
choice - St James', naturally! and half will go to augment the funds of the
Trust who make grants to churches and chapels of cultural, historic or
architectural significance who are in need. For instance, in 2016 the Trust
awarded £5,000 to All Saints, Portsea for "urgent repairs to decayed
stonework at high level".
Originally Riders and Striders were limited to foot, pedal-cycle and horse. I
had access to none of these, but Neil, my late husband, suggested I
borrowed his mobility scooter. I got clearance from the local coordinator,
and clocked up some 21 churches - to the surprise of one sponsor who had
put "£1 per church" on the form! No one has done that since, which in
some ways is a pity. If I had been on foot I would have collected £3 or £4
from him at most... Now the modes of transport have been extended. This
year I encountered two "Hairy Bikers" on a "trike" and had my picnic lunch
at the Roman Catholic Cathedral with a lady who was doing a circuit on her
Bus Pass with her little dog. I also crossed paths with some genuine striders
from St Simon's and spotted on the "sign in" forms several names of old
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I enjoyed my day. I left home at 10.15 and got back at 3.30. Perhaps next
year St James' may field a larger team. I'll be happy to discuss ways and
means with anyone.
But finally my warmest thanks, not only to my sponsors, but to Ann Kerle
who does the paperwork and to Linda Wynne who popped into my house
at lunch time to see that Hamish was not pining for me, demolishing the
waste bin or puddling on the carpet. And she sent me a text message to
say all was well.
******************
Ladies Guild – every Wednesday starting at 7.30pm. All welcome
7th November - Words and Music
14th November - Our local Hedgehog Hospital/Hotel
21st November - Mudlarkers
28th November – Mark’s Quiz (Hopefully not as hard as Stella's)
8.

Calendar for thought and prayer
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

All Saints’
The cloud of witnesses
All Souls’
The faithful departed
Feria
Parliament
All Saints’ Sunday Holy Spirit Church
Feria
Our cathedral
Feria
Portsmouth Football Club
S Willibrord
European Union
All Saints of England
Church of England
Feria
Theological colleges
S Leo the Great
The Bishop of Rome
Remembrance Sunday
The fallen
Feria
Bishop Christopher
Feria
Portsmouth Foodbank
Feria
Our schools
Feria
Local councillors
S Margaret of Scotland Scottish nation
S Hugh
General Synod
Second before Advent
Our parish
S Hilda
Migrants and refugees
S Edmund
All religious
Feria
Local businesses
S Cecilia
Music makers
S Clement
Our choir and servers
Feria
Our families
Christ the King
The worldwide church
Feria
The Diocese of Ho
Feria
Our churchwardens
Feria
Hall users
Feria
Local doctors’ surgeries
Feria
Our Armed Forces
9.

10.

Diary of Momentous Year - November 1918 - When the Boys
Came Home
By Autumn 1918 it was obvious that the war was coming to an end,
Germany was clearly beaten, but no one had actually won. The front line
was more or less as it had been for years, but after Amiens the Germans
knew that this was a conflict they could never win. High level discussions
took place, while in Britain the public mood was surprisingly optimistic.
‘There’s a silver lining’, the songs said. ‘Keep the home fires burning till the
boys come home’. When an ‘Armistice’ was announced, there was euphoria.
No more killing, the guns silenced. Peace at last!

‘Armistice' was a new word for most people – not a peace treaty or
settlement (that would follow a conference in Paris the following January),
but simply a laying down of arms, but for many that was enough for now.
‘No more killing’, they declared. Most of the boys did come home, but tens
of thousands didn’t. We have tended to judge the first World War by the
numbers involved – and they are appalling, but each casualty was also
someone’s personal loss.
Wilfred Owen - 1st World War Poet and Hero
British poet and soldier Wilfred Owen was killed 100 years ago this month,
on 4th Nov 1918. He died leading his troops across a canal in Northern
France exactly a week before the war ended. He was 25. Owen, who was
noted for his shockingly realistic poetry about the horrors of trench
warfare, was born in 1893 in Shropshire. On leaving school he became a
teaching assistant, and in 1913 went to France for two years to work as a
language tutor. But in 1915 he returned to England to join the army. After
harrowing experiences in the trenches he suffered from shell shock and
went for treatment at Craiglockhart War Hospital, near Edinburgh, where
he met fellow poet Siegfried Sassoon. Owen went back to France despite
Sassoon’s pleas, and was awarded the Military Cross for bravery after
capturing a machine-gun post almost single-handed.
Brought up according to his mother's strong beliefs, Owen had thought of
becoming a priest. For a while he was lay assistant to the vicar of the
Oxfordshire parish of Dunsden. His only volume of poems, edited by
Sassoon and published in 1920, contains some of the most poignant English
war poetry, including Dulce et Decorum Est and Anthem for Doomed Youth.
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Smile lines

Worried son

High Days and Holy Days for November

As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald's one day, we
passed a car accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we
say a prayer for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son,
'We should pray.'

5

From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: 'Dear God, please don't let
those cars block the entrance to McDonald's.'
Wake
Shortly after my father passed away, one of my daughter's Jewish friends
approached her with a question. 'Kate,' he said, 'I've never attended a
Catholic wake before. What is the significance of the daughter not wearing
shoes?'
Kate replied softly, 'My mum's feet hurt.'
Died in the services
Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side
wall of the church. The plaque was covered with names, and they seemed
to fascinate the seven-year old. “All those names,” he said to the minister.
“Who are they?”
“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained the
minister. “This is a memorial to all the young men and women who died in
the services."
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex's voice
was barely audible when he asked, "Which service, the 9 o’clock, or the 11
o’clock?”
Top job
Our local vicar thinks very highly of my father. He’s given him a job so
important that he has 500 people under him. My father is cutting the grass
in the churchyard.
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The Kea to toothache?

Kea was an early Christian and a monk from a good family who left
Glastonbury to work in Devon and Cornwall, where Landkey (Devon) and
Kea (Cornwall) bear his name. He founded several Christian centres in the
area before going on to Brittany to become the saint known there as ‘SaintQuay’. It seems that Kea may also have tried a bit of early dentistry, as
down the centuries since he has been invoked over the problems of
toothaches.
8

Four Crowned Martyrs

Has your boss ever tried to get you to do something that is against your
Christian faith? If so, here are some saints for you. They chose to make a
Christian ‘stand’ at work, even though it really irritated their boss.
Claudius, Nicostratus, Simpronian and Castorius were simple stonemasons
in early 4th century Rome. They worked in the imperial quarries and
workshops of Sirmium. They made a number of carvings for the Emperior
Diocletian, who had a passion for building.
Then Diocletian decided he wanted a statue of Aesculapius, the ancient
Greek god of medicine. Here Claudius, Nicostratus, Simpronian and
Castorius hesitated: they were Christians, and not comfortable about
making a ‘god’. They demurred. Their line manager Lampadius was
furious, and soon had them imprisoned for refusing to sacrifice to the gods.
Claudius and his friends were in bad trouble – and then it got worse.
Lampadius suddenly died. His family were distraught, and blamed the
stonemasons. Claudius and his companions were killed by drowning.
The courage of these four simple stonemasons to risk everything rather
than make a stone statue of a god, was a great inspiration in the early
Church. Their story was told and retold down the centuries.... eventually
Claudius and his friends became the patron saints of guilds of stonemasons
in England.

14.

22 St Cecilia - patron saint of musicians

From the Registers

If you are going to any concerts before Christmas, spare a thought for St
Cecilia - the patron saint of musicians.
Cecilia is one of the most famous of the Roman martyrs of the 2nd
century. As far as is known, she was born a noble lady of Rome who,
despite her vow of virginity, was forced to marry an older pagan nobleman
named Valerian. During the wedding, as the musicians played, Cecilia sat
apart singing to God in her heart, and for that she was later declared the
saint of musicians

Baptism

When the time came for her marriage to be consummated, Cecilia told
Valerian that watching over her was an angel of the Lord, who would
punish him if he sexually violated her but would love him if he respected
her virginity.

Paul Stanley

Understandably startled by this, Valerian then asked to see the angel for
himself. Cecilia replied that to do so, he must go to the third milestone on
the Via Appia and be baptised by the Bishop of Rome. Valerian seems to
have been a good-natured husband, because the story goes that he
followed her suggestion, was baptised a Christian, and sure enough, saw
the angel protecting his wife.
Being a Christian in those days was dangerous, and when the next wave of
Roman persecutions began, Valerian and Cecilia were among those
arrested. It is said that they died at the hands of the Roman prefect Turcius
Almachius, perhaps in Sicily sometime between 176 and 180 AD.
One story goes that Cecilia was struck on the neck with a sword, and as
she lay dying, asked that her house be converted into a church. Certainly
an early Roman Christian church, Santa Cecilia, was founded in the fourth
century in the Trastevere section of Rome, reputedly on the site of the
house in which she lived.
In the centuries since then, a number of musical compositions have been
dedicated to her, and her feast day has become the occasion for many
concerts and musical festivals.
St Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a small organ, or other
musical instrument.
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Harper-Rae Barlow
Noah Veselinov
Margot Humpston
Funeral
St Mary’s Church and Kingston Cemetery

On Friday 2 November at Noon there will be a requiem mass when we
remember before God all the departed of the month and those whose
funerals have taken place during the last month.
********************************
200 Club draw number 544 drawn on the 23rd September 2018
1st

£15

166

Mrs J Campbell

2nd

£11

157

Mrs A Threlkeld

3rd

£9

59

4th

£7

164

Ms G Stidolph

5th

£5

168

Mrs M Bannister

Mr Bawkett

COFFEE BEANO
EAT IN- TAKE AWAY- BREAKFAST- LUNCHTIME MEALS

7.00AM – 2.00PM

179 Eastney Road

Free WiFi

02392 177584

JEWELLERY & JEWELLERY REPAIRS
Unusual & Interesting Clocks
Antique Clocks - Watches
& Barometers
Bought - Sold - Restored

Watch Straps & Batteries
Supplied & Fitted
RICHARD J. BISHOPP
145 Eastney Road
Southsea, PO4 8DZ
Tele: (023) 92755800

THINKING OF MOVING?
Please call for a FREE valuation

Your local Estate Agent
11 Milton Road
Copnor
023 9282 6731
www.chinneckshaw.co.uk

|P|R| MOTORS
Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate
Milton, Portsmouth
Telephone: 023 9286 1455
MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING
ALL REPAIRS
WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS
MOT’s ARRANGED
Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY

Mr. News. . . The sign of service at your local
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT

J. G. RILEY

(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL)

NEWSAGENT · CONFECTIONERY · TOBACCO

16th December 2018

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST
90 LOCKSWAY ROAD Tel: (023) 9273 1574

Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents

S L Body & Mind Physiotherapy
Experienced husband & wife physiotherapists who offer local home visits
to treat your rehabilitation needs.
Ben specialises in musculoskeletal rehabilitation - Contact: 07500 554 833
e.g. Back pain, Neck pain, Broken bones, Joint replacements & Sports injuries.

Estate Agents
LAWSON
ROSE

Charlotte specialises in neurological rehabilitation - Contact: 07783 422033
e.g. Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis, Brain & Spinal injuries.

The co-operative funeralcare

M A ELLIS

Painter and Decorator

All aspects of decorating undertaken
Internal and external work
Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience
FREE ESTIMATES

Part of The Southern Co-operative

TEL 023 9271 2676
Mobile 07748 526551

Fully insured.
Established since 1992
E Mail mellispainter@outlook.com

St James’ Church Hall
Milton Park Avenue
PO4 8PG
Serving Church and Community
The Hall is managed and maintained by
members of St James’ Parish Church

10% Discount on production
of this magazine advert

•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a large hall (with kitchen) on ground floor
A smaller hall upstairs
Full central heating
Lightweight moveable tables (6ft and 3ft) and 100 chairs
Kitchen for catering
80 full-place meal settings available

The Halls are available for:

Personal Service
Private Chapels
Woodland Burials
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Repatriation
Horse Drawn Carriage
Memorials
24 Hour Personal Service
Home Visits
‘LAWNSWOOD’ 245 Fratton Road
Portsmouth 023 9282 4831
380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000

•
•
•
•
•
•

Adult Education
Clubs and Societies
Courses
Exhibitions
Private functions
Sales

Hire of the Halls are charged by the hour. Rates depend on
whether it is commercial or Club/Class let and whether it is
a one-off or regular booking.
Contact:

Booking Secretary

02392 041100

