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Brighter Homes Decor 
           Brighten up your home   

 

 PAINTING  &  DECORATING 
       INTERIOR  &  EXTERIOR 
                                

          NO JOB TOO SMALL 
                          HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
                           CLEAN, RESPECTFUL & RELIABLE 
                                

             COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

                DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

                FREE ESTIMATES 
             Telephone: 023 9237 6656  

           Mobile: 07742255337 
          

             FULLY INSURED 
 

BRANSBURY  PARK  
BUTCHERS 

 
 
                                                                      
 

 

141 
 Eastney 

Road 

Telephone  
(023)  

92734328                                                                       

OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT 
 

Private collector would be  
interested in purchasing old valve 
radios, amateur radio equipment, 
military radios, test equipment, 

spares, valves etc. 
Contact Richard Bishopp  

Tel: 023 9275 5800 
Mob: 07889613183 

‘MILTON REVIEW’ 
ADVERTISING 

 

Cost:- All for 12 issues 
Box 2.5 inches x 1.5 inches: £10.00 
Box 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches: £20.00 

Quarter Page: £30.00 
Half Page: £60.00 
Full Page: £120.00 

Advertising Manager: Mr. Roger Bannister 
Tel: 023 9278 0728 



1. 

Parish Directory 
 

Parish Priest  Fr Paul Armstead 287 Milton Road, PO4 8PG 

   father.paul@stjamesmilton.org.uk  02392 732786 

 

Assistant Curate Fr Emmanuel Nazir   02393 781735 

  

Hon Assistant Priest Fr Arthur Dean   02392 735773 

Hon Assistant Priest Fr Paul Ginever   02393 789392 
 

Reader   Mr Jeff Harvey   02392 828111 
 

Churchwarden  Miss Stella Wansborough 02392 642386 

Churchwarden  Mr Mark Pearce  02392 426992 
 

Director of Music Mr Paul Freathy   07707 564633 

Hall bookings   Mrs Valerie Knight  02392 431412 

Magazine advertising Mr Roger Bannister  02392 041100 

Magazine treasurer Mr Peter Garner  02392 812448  
 

Church services 
 

Sunday 8.00am   Mass (said) with homily 

  9.30am  Parish Mass (with Junior Church and Creche) 

  11.30am  Holy Baptism (first Sunday of month) 

  6.30pm   Evensong (Stations of the Cross - during Lent) 

 

Weekdays Tuesday 7.00pm  Mass (said) 

  Wednesday 10.00am Mass (said) 

  Friday  Noon   Mass (said)  first in month 

      And each week in Lent 

 

Morning Prayer at 8.30am and Evening Prayer at 5.30pm is said on 

weekdays (except Thursdays) in the St Cross Chapel. 
 

Baptism (Christening), Banns and Wedding arrangements should be made 

on Saturdays between 9.30am and 10.30am in the Church  
 

Please visit our  Website www.stjamesmilton.org.uk 

  Facebook  www.facebook.com/StJamesMiltonUk   
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God so loved the world 
 

‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16) 
 

This month of March falls entirely within our journey of Lent and Holy Week 

with its last day being Holy Saturday or Easter Eve (and NOT Easter Saturday!). 

A month of journeying ever deeper along the way of the Cross as we await the 

great celebrations of the day of resurrection. This verse from John’s gospel 

could be regarded as our mission statement for the month. It  has been 

described as ‘the greatest verse in the Bible’, and I for one, cannot read it without 

the chorus from Stainer’s Crucifixion sounding out from the page at me. It is 

called the ‘greatest’ as it enables us to understand the events of Good Friday 

and Easter Day. The cross and resurrection reveal the depth of God’s love for 

each of us.  
 

God’s love is unconditional: God demonstrated the extent of his love by sending 

His Son into this world, to show us what it looks like: ‘God with skin on’! God 

graciously loves us, as none of us deserves it. ‘There is nothing we can do to make 

God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love us less.’ (Philip 

Yancey). 
 

God’s love is sacrificial: The cross is the supreme demonstration of God’s love, 

as Jesus identifies with a fallen, suffering world. He died for our sins, removing 

the barrier between us and God, giving access into God’s presence and release 

from the power of sin and death. 
 

God’s love is accessible: Jesus’ resurrection makes His eternal life available to all 

who put their trust in Him. It’s an offer of life with purpose, in which we can 

know God personally, both now and for eternity. 
 

Bobby Moore described receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966 as 

terrifying: ‘I noticed that the Queen was wearing some beautiful white gloves. I 

looked down at my hands and they were completely covered with mud’! Although 

we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, by the cross and resurrection, we 

can shake hands with a holy God. He offers us ‘life in all its fullness’, with healing, 

forgiveness, peace and a fresh start in life!  
 

I am looking forward to journeying with you this month as your parish priest, 

as together we both accompany and abandon Our Lord at the time of his 

greatest need and then greet him on Easter Day with a firm grasp and 

handshake. Jesus, our brother and our friend.   

Fr Paul 
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Holy Week and Easter – how do various Christians celebrate it? 
 

Virtually all Christians mark Easter (the Society of Friends or Quakers is 

one of a few exceptions). The ways they celebrate it vary: 
 

The week leading up to Easter Sunday is often called Holy Week and 

Christians focus more deeply than usual on their faith.  
 

It begins with Palm Sunday. Services on this day, seven days before Easter, 

recall Jesus entering Jerusalem triumphantly, cheered by crowds as He rode 

a donkey. Palm leaves were waved on that occasion, and are still significant 

in church worship, often twisted into the shape of a cross. 
 

Four days later is Maundy Thursday, when Jesus’ followers remember that 

on the night before He died He asked them to remember Him by eating 

bread and drinking wine. Maundy comes from the Latin word for 

commandment, recalling Jesus’ command that day that Christians should 

love each other in the same way that He loves them. 
 

The next day is Good Friday (called Holy Friday in countries with large 

numbers of Roman Catholic Christians). This is the most solemn day of the 

Christian year because it is used to recall the appalling death of Jesus. 

Although it is a public holiday, it is increasingly difficult to distinguish it from 

other days of the year, so many churches hold processions or open-air 

services in public places to draw attention to its significance. Inside churches 

there are meditative services in a bare setting. It may be that the day was 

originally known as God Friday, and the name changed as language 

developed. Elsewhere in the world, it is called Great Friday or Holy Friday. 
 

Easter Sunday recalls the day when Jesus’ followers discovered that His 

tomb was empty. It is the most important and joyful day of the Christian 

year. Jubilant music is performed, and flowers and banners fill the churches 

with colour. The centuries-old cry, ‘Alleluia! Christ is risen!’ is met with the 

response, ‘He is risen indeed. Alleluia!’ 
 

In the first Christian centuries Easter Sunday was the day on which new 

converts to Christianity were baptised. This tradition continues in some 

places. More recent, but popular, ways of celebrating include Easter vigils 

late on Saturday night, which begin in darkness and culminate in the lighting 

of a fire in the early hours of Easter morning. Since the 18th century there 

has been a tradition of gathering on the highest local hill for a service of 

praise to God as the sun rises. 

4. 

Parish Priest’s jottings 
 

Mass times this month 
 

As the season of Lent is now upon us there is an additional mass each week 

on Fridays at noon so that those who are coming to the Lent Lunch may 

come to this too if they wish. 
 

S Patrick’s Day falls on Saturday and so we will commemorate his patronage 

of our former sister church at the Noon mass the day before (16th). 
 

Garden clear-up 
 

I will be in the church grounds from 9am on Saturday 3 March aiming to 

clear up as much of the winter storm debris as possible and in particular 

work on the area behind the sacristy now that it has been cleared, and I 

would be delighted if others were able to join me. Please bring, if you have 

them secateurs and garden gloves. Time for a spring clean! 
 

Men‘s Fellowship  
 

meets next on 5th March  in the RMA Club at 7pm. If attending please put 

your name on the list at the back of the Church. There will be a Talk given 

by Colin Chambers on life inside Robbin Island Maximum Security Prison 

where Nelson Mandela was incarcerated. 
 

Monthly requiem mass 
 

when we commemorate the recently departed and those anniversaries fall in 

this month will be on Tuesday 6 March at 7pm. Please do come to this 

opportunity of prayer if you wish to remember a loved one for this month 
 

Healing ministries 
  

The laying on of hands and the sacrament of anointing are available on 

Sunday 18 March after the 9.30am Parish Mass in the Lady Chapel, or in the 

Nave if you would prefer not to take the steps into the Chapel. 
 

Roberts Centre Foodbank 
 

Our food collections will be taken to the Roberts Centre to support the 

work that they do with families in our city. Please place then in the box 

provided in the Welcome Area. Only non-perishable goods please and also 

they must be ‘in date’.   
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Lent Course  
 

continues on Wednesdays in church starting at 7.30pm (for an hour) - ‘No 

Body but Yours’. We are all challenged by Jesus’ final commission to his 

disciples to go and make disciples of all nations. Our Lent course will 

encourage us to reflect not just upon how we live our faith, but how that 

faith is proclaimed and perhaps more importantly, how we can be Christ to 

and for others. Please consider making this a part of your Lenten journey.   
 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Will be held each Sunday evening during Lent at 6.30pm. This replaces 

Evensong. A short service as we walk the Way of the Cross using the 

Stations around the church wall and listen to a brief meditation at each one. 
 

Mothering Sunday 
 

This falls on Sunday 11 March this year. The usual rules apply in that the 

liturgical colour of the day is rose (or pink) and so that is the colour we all 

strive to match, don’t we!!! Do invite others to join us on that day as we 

give thanks for mother Church and remember our own mothers too, living 

or departed. 
 

Holy Week and Easter services 
 

are detailed in the separate leaflet ‘Crown of the Year’, additional copies of 

which are available at the back of church. Lists will be out for the Washing 

of the Feet and the Watch until Midnight and we would be grateful for 

assistance and participation in this. Please contemplate how in this most 

Holy Week of our salvation, you are able to make the journey with our 

Lord. 
 

Invitation to the Vicarage 
 

After the Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter on Holy Saturday evening you 

are welcome to share in a glass of something celebratory at the Vicarage. 
 

Easter flowers 
 

We would be grateful for any contributions towards the cost of flowers to 

decorate the church with at Easter. A box will be out at the back of church 

for this purpose. 

 

6. 

Spring clean for Easter 
 

Will take place on Saturday 31 March from 9.30am onwards. Lots to do to 

ready the church for the services that evening and the next day. Worry 

not, we can find something for everyone to do. No previous experience 

or training required!! 

 

********************************************* 

Food Banks An article by Mark Pearce 
 

What do we really know about food banks? I ask this because I often hear 

comments and statements that are sometimes untrue, with the possibility 

of having misunderstood the situation, and how they function.  
 

Brief history of food banks. 
 

Foodbanks as an entity started in UK and Germany around 2004 and 

significantly earlier in other countries, eg USA 1967. Until 2008 and the 

financial crisis there was little known about foodbanks in the UK to the 

general population.  
 

“Anyone can turn up to claim food from a food bank."  
 

This is officially not true, although in certain circumstances of pressing 

need, and with empathetic people, food may be given as a one off but with 

guidance on what to do next. The normal situation is that vouchers are 

given to a deserving recipient to collect food for usually a three day 

period. These are given by a variety of agencies, eg social services. They 

are usually red in colour to prevent photo copying. A food pack will be 

created for the number of recipients, eg a family of four will receive more 

food than a single person. It is reviews after three food collections. 
 

“Why do people need food help." 
 

There are many reasons why people suddenly find themselves in desperate 

situations. Many people live hand to mouth each week, for example, 

because of zero-hour contracts. This is where a person is not guaranteed 

any work from a company, and will only be paid for the hours that is 

worked. Also, there are few workers’ rights and a person’s contract can 

be terminated with very little notice. At the other end of the scale a 

person could be earning good money, but they have a mortgage, buying a 

car, have holidays, and just moved to a new company and been there less 
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than two years. Then the company goes into liquidation, ie shut down. 
 

From the government website:- 
 

You’ll normally be entitled to statutory redundancy pay if you’re an 

employee and you’ve been working for your current employer for 2 years 

or more. You’ll get: 

half a week’s pay for each full year you were under 22  

one week’s pay for each full year you were 22 or older, but under 41  

one and half week’s pay for each full year you were 41 or older  

Length of service is capped at 20 years. 

After being made redundant, or losing a job, a person will go to social 

services to claim help. However, the government can often take up to 6 

weeks before paying any monies out. This is where real hardship can occur. 

If you have no money, no family financial support, no friends financial 

support, yet its winter, you have children, rent to pay etc. What do you do?  
 

"What type of people use a food bank" 
 

Basically, it is anyone who cannot provide for their family or themselves if 

single, while they wait for the state to step in to provide help. The usual 

wait is around 6 weeks.  
 

The problem is that there is a great deal of stereotyping with comments 

like; they have tattoos, long hair, bad teeth, scruffy, smell, etc. I have seen 

people dressed scruffily as well as quite smart, they smoke, maybe drink, 

take drugs, have a dog, have a mobile phone. The first three are (bad) habits 

and are not easy to just stop. They will use what little money they have 

rather than eat. Tough you may think, but maybe they have a child or two. 

The dog would have been around before they needed a food bank, no one 

with no money suddenly decides to get a dog. Having a mobile phone does 

sound extravagant but do you know how the job centre work? You have to 

attend at least every other day and prove you have been looking for work. 

To apply for work you need a computer and some job centres have 

stopped providing that service. Could use a library but there are very 

limited computers available and everyone is trying to use them. So a mobile 

can provide a limited lifeline. 
 

“Some people abuse the system."  
 

This is true, some people bypass the checks and balances, will play the field 
and 'do gooders'. If that figure, and i have no idea what it is, but let us say, is 1 in 10. 

8. 

So if 10% of users, that still means that 90% are in proper and dire need, and do 

really need our help. 
 

“What do food banks provide?" 
 

An easy assumption is that food banks provide food only. This is mainly true, but 

food usually does not include dairy products, fresh meat, fruit and vegetables. In 

other words, mainly tinned food and dry food such as pasta.  

But people need far more than that, eg sugar, cereal, spreads, etc. What about 

babies, they need nappies, powdered milk, creams etc. What if there is a pet, so 

cat or dog food is needed. People also need toothpaste, deodorants, hygiene 

products, shaving blades, etc. 
 

"Where does all the food etc come from?" 
 

Food banks run from charitable giving, eg food drops in selected locations, eg 

supermarkets, libraries, churches such as St James, etc. Food bank charities such as 

Trussell Trust have arrangements with Tesco's to collect food from customers in 

their supermarket entrances, and Tesco will match the weight of the food 

collected with donations of their own. Local food banks may have similar 

arrangements with other supermarkets.  
 

"How many people use a food bank?" 
 

The number of users of a food bank is often quoted, but like all statistics it can be 

misquoted. A food bank will publish how many food parcels it has delivered. A 

family of four will receive 4 peoples worth of parcels (1 or 2 bags) and usually 3 

times. So they can say they delivered 12 food deliveries. However they delivered 

to the same 4 people over 3 days. For example, anyone claiming that 60,000 food 

parcels being given in a month is unlikely to mean 60,000 people, but could easily 

be between 5000 and 30,000 actual people. Which in any society is far too many, 

but it is not the same headline as 60,000. So when you hear figures banded about 

listen carefully to how it is explained. 
 

"What can we do about it?" 
 

As Christians we are supposed to willingly help our neighbours. But for the Grace 

of God, we could find ourselves in their position. So give generously, give with an 

open heart, do not judge, and be the Good Samaritan. Do not judge the recipients, 

rather the situation that enables this to happen.  

It would help if everyone wrote to their MP, or even better the appropriate 

Minister, demanding the process of helping people is speeded up to just a couple of 

days, eg pay an interim payout while the system processes the situation. It is a sad 

indictment of our society that there are fellow human beings in this position in the 

4th or 5th richest country in the world. 
 

If you have any further questions or comments, please speak to me. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/employment-status/employee
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Calendar for thought and prayer 

 

Thursday 1 S David   The Welsh nation 

Friday  2 S Chad   Bishop Christopher 

Saturday  3 Feria   Our schools 

Sunday  4 Lent 3   Our parish 

Monday  5 Feria   People of Cornwall 

Tuesday  6 Feria   Departed of March 

Wednesday 7 Feria   Local councillors 

Thursday 8 Feria   All religious 

Friday  9 Feria   CHIMES 

Saturday  10 Feria   The Roberts Centre 

Sunday  11 Lent 4    (Mothering Sunday) Our mothers  

Monday  12 Feria   Our MPs 

Tuesday  13 Feria   Emergency services 

Wednesday 14 Feria   The Holy Land 

Thursday 15 Feria   Local businesses 

Friday  16 Feria   Archbishop Justin 

Saturday  17 S Patrick   People of Ireland 

Sunday  18 Lent 3   Holy Spirit parish 

Monday  19 S Joseph   All fathers 

Tuesday  20 S Cuthbert  Archbishop Sentamu 

Wednesday 21 Feria   The Bishop’s Lent Appeal 

Thursday 22 Feria   Our Deanery 

Friday  23 Feria   Our hospitals 

Saturday  24 Feria   The homeless 

Sunday  25 Palm Sunday  Our Holy Week journey 

Monday  26 in Holy Week  Our journey of faith 

Tuesday  27 in Holy Week  Our need for healing 

Wednesday 28 in Holy Week  Our sense of sorrow  

 

The Easter Triduum   

Thursday  29 Maundy Thursday  

Friday   30 Good Friday 

Saturday  31 Holy Saturday 

 

10. 

Diary of a Momentous Year: 3   March 1918: Getting Nowhere  

 

March 1918 brought more confusion than comfort to the British public. If 

they read the papers closely, they would learn of many peace treaties signed 

– between the new Bolshevik Russian government and some of its 

neighbours, including Bulgaria and Turkey and even with Germany – but 

with many hitches and hesitations.  

 

The Allies refused to recognise the Russian-German treaty, for instance, and 

fighting continued in some places. Yet while there was talk of peace on 

every hand, the War simply went on and on. The Germans launched a 

major offensive in France, code-named ‘Michael’, which pushed the Allied 

forces back from their lines on the western front. This German success so 

worried the generals that they called a crisis meeting at which General Foch 

was appointed ‘generalissimo’ to co-ordinate the tactics of the Allied armies.  

 

Four years into the war, that would seem somewhat overdue. It was 

followed, as it happened, by the defeat of a similar German attack in the 

Arras area. So, no wonder the ordinary citizen was baffled. It was up and 

down, but going nowhere – and the casualties continued, of course. 

 

In fact most people didn’t follow the news that closely, and much of the 

reporting they did read was unjustifiably optimistic. The face to face 

interviews of today’s radio and television news programmes make it harder 

for those in power to avoid unpleasant truths. But at this stage of a brutal 

war such an approach would have been regarded by many people, including 

my parents, as disloyalty bordering on treachery.  

 

Nevertheless, people could see for themselves the shortages of food, and 

they knew that even on a recent moonless night, when navigation was 

difficult, the Germans were able to launch a bombing raid by aircraft, not 

Zeppelins, over England.  For all the talk of victory, or peace, the mood at 

home was resigned but realistic. For 15 months a new prime minister had 

been in office, David Lloyd-George, who had spoken of his hopes for 

bringing the war to an end. But to carry that right through, he probably 

needed the mandate of an election win, and that was not to happen while 

the conflict still took place. At home or abroad, something unexpected was 

needed to release the log-jam 
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All in the month of MARCH   
 

It was:  
 

150 years ago, on 27th March 1868 that Patty Hill, American kindergarten 

teacher and nursery education reformer, was born.  She co-wrote the 

melody of ‘Happy Birthday to You’ with her sister Mildred.   
 

Also 150 years ago, on 28th March 1868 that James Brudenell, 7th Earl of 

Cardigan, British General, died.  As Commander of the Light Brigade during 

the Crimean War, he led the disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade at the 

Battle of Balaclava.  Noted for his arrogance, extravagance, incompetence, 

generosity and bravery. 
 

75 years ago, on 13th March 1943 that there was the first of two failed 

attempts to assassinate Hitler in this month. On 13th he flew to Smolensk, 

Soviet Union, to inspect troops on the Easter Front.  German Army 

officers had planted a bomb on board his plane, but it failed to explode, 

probably because the extreme cold froze the detonator.  There was 

another attempt on his life in Smolensk.  
 

65 years ago, on 24th March 1953 that Queen Mary died.  She was mother 

of King Edward Vlll and also of King George Vl.  She was grandmother of 

Queen Elizabeth 2nd. 
 

40 years ago, on 16th March 1978 that the Amoco Cadiz oil spill off Brittany 

occurred.  The Liberian-registered super-tanker ran aground on rocks 

during a storm, split into three, and sank.  Its entire cargo of 219,797 tons 

of light crude and 4,000 tons of fuel oil spilled into the sea, eventually 

contaminating around 200 miles of coastline, including 76 beaches.  There 

was a massive loss of life – the largest ever recorded at that time. 
 

30 years ago, on 19th March 1988 that the Corporals killings in Belfast took 

place.  Dozens of mourners attending an IRA funeral dragged two off-duty 

British soldiers from a car and beat them, then drove them to a 

wasteground where they were stripped and shot dead.  The incident was 

filmed by TV cameras, and became some of the most harrowing images of 

the Troubles. 
 

15 years ago, on 31st March 2003 that the world’s first commercial nuclear 

power station at Calder Hall, Cumbria, closed down after nearly 47 years 

of service. 

12. 

Smile Lines 
 

Palms  
 

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, young James stayed home 

from church with his grannie. When the family returned home, they were 

carrying several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for. 

"People held them over Jesus' head as He walked by," his father told him. 

 

"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go, and He 

shows up." 

 

Beautiful 

 

The English test had only one question: ‘Write an essay on “The Most 

Beautiful Thing I Ever Saw.”’    One of the students finished his essay in less 

than a minute. It read in its entirety: "The most beautiful thing I ever saw 

was just too beautiful for words." He got the only A in the class. 

 

So you think English is easy?   

 

Read on: 

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.  

2) The farm was used to produce produce.  

3) We must polish the Polish furniture.  

4) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 

5) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present 

the present.  

6) A sea bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 

7) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.  

8) They were too close to the door to close it.  

9) After going out after having done some sewing, a sewer fell into a sewer. 

10) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear. 

  

Dear God... 

 

A little boy's prayer: "Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my 

mummy and my sister and my brother and my doggy and me.  Oh, and 

please take care of yourself, God.  If anything happens to You, we're gonna 

be in a big mess." 
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Somebody or other 
 

A preacher, who was somewhat "humour impaired," attended a confer-

ence to help better equip pastors for their ministry. One conference lead-

er strode boldly up to the pulpit and grabbed the entire crowd's attention 

by declaring: ‘The best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman 

who wasn't my wife!’   The crowd was shocked.  But when he followed it 

up with: ‘and that woman was my mother!’ the crowd burst into laughter 

and gave him their attention for the rest of the talk.  
 

The next week, the pastor decided he'd give this humour thing a try, and 

use that joke in his sermon.  As he climbed into his pulpit that Sunday 

morning, he tried to rehearse the joke in his head. It suddenly seemed a bit 

foggy to him. However, getting to the microphone he let rip with gusto: ‘I 

want to tell you all something personal this morning.  The greatest years of 

my life were spent in the arms of a woman who was not my wife!’  The 

congregation inhaled half the air in the room.  Stunned silence fell.  After 

standing there for almost 10 seconds, trying to recall the second half of the 

joke, the pastor finally blurted out, ‘...but I can't remember who she was!’  
 

Scared 
 

Some people are scared of church like they are scared of helicopters – 

they are frightened of being sucked into the rotas. 
 

Critics 
 

People like criticism - just keep it positive and flattering. 
 

Petrol 
 

You know it will be a bad day when it costs more to fill up your car than it 

did to buy it. 
 

Song 
 

He often simply broke into song, because he couldn't find the key. 
 

TV 
 

Your mind is like a television; when it goes blank, it's a good idea to turn 

off the sound.  

 

14. 

High Days & Holy Days  
 

2       Chad  (d 672) – the recycled bishop 
 

Chad should be the patron saint of any modern bishop whose consecration 

is questioned by another bishop.   Chad was consecrated a bishop, then 

deposed - and then re-consecrated!  
 

It all began when Oswiu, king of Northumbria, made him bishop of the 

Northumbrian see.   But due to a scarcity of appropriate bishops, two 

dubious bishops did the job of consecrating him.   This led to Theodore, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, deciding to depose him about three years later.  
 

Chad took his dismissal with good heart, and peacefully retired.  But then 

Theodore had second thoughts: Chad was of excellent character: humble, 

devout, and zealous. So, Theodore re-consecrated him – to be the first 

bishop of the Mercians. Second time around, Chad was a great success - 

again.  
 

When Chad died he was quickly venerated as a saint. People took a great 

fancy to his bones, believing that they would bring healing.  Even today, four 

large bones, dating from the 7th century, and believed to be Chad’s, are in 

the R.C. cathedral in Birmingham.   
 

Bishops today may still argue about consecration, but they are unlikely to 

have their bones disturbed. 
 

5 Eusebius: friend of St. Jerome        
 

Eusebius is the saint for you if you believe in the Bible, and also in providing 

hospitality.  He was born of a good family in Cremona, Italy, in the fourth 

century, and felt called to become a monk.  As Eusebius was ascetic by 

nature, he sought out St Jerome in Rome, who advocated an austere 

lifestyle for monks.  They became life-long friends. At that time, Jerome was 

secretary to Pope Damasus, who commissioned him to produce for the 

Western church a translation of the Bible in Latin.  
  
It was a time when Christian theologians were defending the faith from 

various heresies which had arisen concerning the nature of God. Eusebius 

was a loyal friend of Jerome, and became involved in Jerome’s theological 

disputes against various heresies. 

 

When the Pope died in 384, Jerome decided to leave for the Holy Land. 

Eusebius begged to accompany him. At Antioch, they were joined by two 
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female friends of Jerome’s and together they made a pilgrimage to all the 

places connected with the earthly life of Jesus. Later, they decided to make 

their home in Bethlehem, where Jerome continued with writing, studying, 

and overseeing a monastery. 
 

Jerome noticed that the vast number of pilgrims to Bethlehem were 

extremely poor, so he decided to build a hostel for them. Eusebius was 

sent to Croatia and Italy to raise money for the building project.  He even 

sold his own property at Cremona to help with finances.  
 

Meanwhile, the theological disputes continued, and it seems that Jerome 

next sent Eusebius to Rome, to support Pope Anastasius I.    
 

In 400 AD, Eusebius may have returned to his native Cremona, or else to 

Bethlehem to become the abbot of the church there.  One (unproven) 

tradition credits him with founding the abbey of Guadalupe in Spain. 

Another late tradition credits him with raising three men from the dead - 

an event painted twice by Italian Renaissance painter Raphael Sanzio. 
 

Wherever Eusebius spent his last years, he continued to support Jerome’s 

interests, and they regularly corresponded on theology.  Eusebius died in 

423 and it is thought he is buried alongside Jerome in Bethlehem. 
 

27  Rupert the salty 
 

Rupert is the saint for you if you like The Sound of Music - or salt with 

your food!   
 

Rupert (d c 710) was bishop of Worms and Salzburg, and it was he who 

founded the great monastery of St Peter in Salzburg in the eighth century, 

thus firmly establishing Christianity in that city.  True, it would be another 

11 centuries before a certain young wanna-be-nun wandered about singing 

of her ‘Favourite Things’ and ‘Something Good’, but you have to start 

somewhere. In the meantime, Rupert also helped the people of Salzburg by 

developing the salt-mines nearby.   This was ‘something good’ as well, 

because it brought in an income.  Though if salt became a too ‘favourite 

thing’, it would also have raised the locals’ blood pressure. 
 

Rupert’s iconographical emblem is a barrel of salt, which makes sense, but 

is not as romantic as raindrops on roses, or whiskers on kittens.   

 

 

16. 

 From the Registers 

 

On Tuesday 6 March there will be a requiem mass when we  remember  

before God all the departed of the month and those  whose  funerals have 

taken place during the last month.  

Thanksgiving for the birth of a child 
 

Oliver Khambay 

 

Baptism 
 

Amelia Baines 

Isla Moore 

 

Funerals 
 

Ivy Evans  Portchester Crematorium 

Ken Green  Church and Portchester Crematorium 

Nigel May  Church 

Kevin Farrer  Portchester Crematorium 

*********************************************** 

 

Result of Draw Number 535 drawn on the 14th January 2018 and  Draw 

536 drawn on 11 February 2018 both after 9.30 service 

 

1st     £15      73      Mrs I Parkyn 175 Mrs J Theobald 

 

2nd    £11     170    Mrs H Harfield 70 Mr B Wilkins 

 

3rd      £9      107    Mrs J Scott  144 Ms G Stidolph 

 

4th      £7       34      Mr B Dentry 177 Mrs B Griffin 

 

5th      £5      100     Mrs S Ferris 40 Mrs D Brown 
 



17. 

 

JEWELLERY & JEWELLERY REPAIRS 
 

Unusual & Interesting Clocks 
 

Antique Clocks  -  Watches 
 

& Barometers 
 

Bought - Sold - Restored 
 

Watch Straps & Batteries 
Supplied & Fitted 

 
RICHARD J. BISHOPP 

145 Eastney Road 
Southsea, PO4 8DZ 
Tele: (023) 92755800 

 

THINKING OF MOVING? 

Please call for a FREE valuation 

Your local Estate Agent 

11 Milton Road 

Copnor  

023 9282 6731 

www.chinneckshaw.co.uk 

18. 

 |P|R| MOTORS 
     

    Warren Avenue, Industrial Estate 
    Milton, Portsmouth 
    Telephone: 023 9286 1455 
    MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICING 
    ALL REPAIRS 
    WELDING & CHASSIS REPAIRS 
    MOT’s ARRANGED 
 
    Proprietor: RON REEVES & PAUL JEFFERY 
 



19. 

  

Part of The Southern Co-operative 

The co-operative funeralcare 

20. 

Mr. News. . .  The sign of service at your local 
INDEPENDENT NEWSAGENT 

J. G. RILEY 
(Prop. R.D. CULVERWELL) 

 

NEWSAGENT · CONFECTIONERY · TOBACCO 

GREETING CARD SPECIALIST  

90 LOCKSWAY ROAD  Tel: (023) 9273 1574 

Member of National Federation of Retail Newsagents 

 

      Estate Agents   

            LAWSON 
            ROSE 

 M A ELLIS  Painter and Decorator 
 

All aspects of decorating undertaken 

Internal and external work 
 

Reliable tradesperson with over 20 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  Fully insured. 

    Established since 1992 

TEL 023 9271 2676 

Mobile 07748 526551  E Mail mellispainter@outlook.com 



 

  

Personal Service 
Private Chapels 
Woodland Burials 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Repatriation 
Horse Drawn Carriage 
Memorials 
24 Hour  Personal Service 
Home Visits 
 

‘LAWNSWOOD’  245 Fratton Road 
Portsmouth 023 9282 4831 

380 London Road, Waterlooville 023 9226 9000 
 

10% Discount on production            
   of this magazine advert 

 

 

 

St James’ Church Hall 

Milton Park Avenue 

PO4 8PG 

 

Serving Church and Community 

 

The Hall is managed and maintained by  

members of St James’ Parish Church 

 

• There is a large hall (with kitchen) on ground floor 

• A smaller hall upstairs 

• Full central heating 

• Lightweight moveable tables (6ft and 3ft) and 100 chairs 

• Kitchen for catering 

• 80 full-place meal settings available 

 

The Halls are available for: 

 

• Adult Education 

• Clubs and Societies 

• Courses 

• Exhibitions 

• Private functions 

• Sales 
 

Hire of the Halls are charged by the hour.  Rates depend on 

whether it is commercial or Club/Class let and whether it is 

a one-off or regular booking.  

 

Contact: Booking Secretary  02392  431412 


